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Debate Policies

The overall quality of Union & Peace debates relies on the preparation of the staff 

members of Union & Peace as well as the preparation and behavior of delegates 

during and after sessions. It is critical for delegates participating in Union & Peace 

to follow the policies and parliamentary procedures set forth by the Secretariat as 

well as the following guidelines. 

Position paper

All delegates are required to submit a copy of their position paper, either through 

mail or directly to their Chair during registration. Delegates wishing to submit their 

position paper must follow requirements of submission found in the position paper 

guide in our website. Delegates who do not submit a position paper to the Chair 

or through mail are not eligible for an award. The position paper is a criteria for 

awards, so it is recommended that all delegates prepare a well-written position 

paper. 

Parliamentary Procedure 

During debate, delegates are required to follow the parliamentary procedure set 

forth by Union & Peace. 

Technology

The use of technology is prohibited at all times during debates except during 

unmoderated debates. During unmoderated debates, delegates may use their 

laptops and tablets for writing working papers. Delegates may use technology 

during a time other than an unmoderated debate as indicated by the chair. 
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Committee Background

UNCLOS ( United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea) stands for 

the treaty signed in 1982, on Montego Bay. Before UNCLOS existed, there 

was a principle called“freedom-of-the-seas” established by Hugo Grotius, 

which meant that everyone could navigate the seas duty-free. 

Nevertheless, the United Nations took action to enforce higher protection 

for the marine environment.   When it first came, it replaced the Geneva 

Conventions of April 1958. It takes part in maritime and marine activities. It 

has three institutions, which are:

● The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea 

● The International Seabed Authority

● The Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf 

Each of these has different functions but works together towards the same 

goal. The United Nations Convention on the Law of Sea (UNCLOS) may 

as well seek amendment recommendations within the legislative process 

of the Constitution of the Sea, and some examples of its signatories are:

1. Algeria

2. Argentina

3. Austria

4. Bangladesh

5. Belarus
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This committee has contributed with campaigns that are mainly focused on 

glancing at what is most preeminent when it comes to the protection of 

Ocean Life. Accordingly, the UNCLOS faces a major conflict considering 

that the United States of America is not a member of this committee since 

the US argued it was unfavorable for its economy and development. This is 

why therefore the treaty still faces struggles within the North American 

Organizations when trying to establish a certain agreement and/or treaty. 

The frameworks that are established within the UNCLOS are applied 

internationally. This is mostly related to maritime authorization related to 

specific protected zones, in order to distinctly guarantee that no illegal 

actions are upheld. Hence, finning has reached the status of crime and 

ocean illegal trade, considering the norms that have been previously 

established by the “North Atlantic Treaty Organization” (NATO), which are 

mainly focused on the 14th SDG of the UNESCO related to  Life Below 

Water.  Some of the foremost and prioritized sectors of the UNCLOS are 

the following: Transit Regimes, Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs), and 

finally the continental shelf jurisdiction which are all embraced to foster a 

peaceful relationship between the coastal countries. The UNCLOS can be 

referred to as international law and/or constitution that states the articles 

and reforms that should be upheld within the oceans. The Treaty’s 

jurisdiction over this overruled the United States, which means that there 

are no exceptions to following the Treaty obligations.
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Topic Background

The hunt for shark fins is normally used to concoct a recipe called shark fin 

soup. This process is called shark finning, which is when people sever the 

fins of the shark and throw out the still-living body, normally by putting it 

back into the ocean, which is where the shark dies, that is how humans kill 

them because they are left to drown in the ocean. And numerous people 

use shark fins to make shark fin soup, which is considered a delicacy in 

Asian cuisine. And this kind of food is considered important because of its 

economical value. As a result, people cut a shark’s fin so they can profit 

from this by making big sales in public markets.

Between 1998 and 1999, the place with the highest demand for shark fins 

was Hong Kong. In second place is Canada, but the difference between 

the export rates is quite drastic. There were more than 246 fins exported in 

one year in Hong Kong, and Canada, with less market density, only 

exported 27. This can impact the environment a lot, because basically 101 

sharks died because of this. Currently, one of the most relevant factors of 

which this problem yet remains in action is the drastic trade, which is very 

severe.. Shark Finning has reached an international level, which means 

that it has reached global trade, and at some point, it has become a hard 

challenge for ocean care campaigns to locate where these are being sold. 
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The MLPA’s have proven scarcity when it comes to protection due to the 

fact that these actions are far away from domestic coast/territory. 

International Organizations yet remain reluctant toward this tradition and 

“type of market” since there was over fishing and fishery exploitation which 

is a destruction of the environment which is why the EU decided to ban 

shark finning, and designated a comprehensive management framework. 

General History

Official shark fishing started in China during the Ming dynasty. But this 

interaction has declined the shark population ever since it started. But China 

insists (Oceana, 2014) that it shows a status of wealth and prosperity for the 

person who serves it. People still serve it even though they know that it will 

create a disruption in the ecosystem, and they still do it after more than 600 

years. And there are two main reasons why people fish for sharks, 

recreationally, and for their fins. But, ever since this problem started, it has 

severely damaged the marine ecosystem, because sharks keep the fish 

population from spreading to a big population, so their food will be scarce, 

and we will be left out without any fish.
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The greatest exporter and creator of this shark fin soup in China, which went far 

and beyond any other country in the world on exports because it is where people 

mostly go to get shark fin soup since it is traditional there. Illegal fishing can 

usually be defined when unknown or unregistered sea vessels gather thousands 

of fishery products in order to sell them in the market. this is illegal because 

people must have a permit or permission from the government in order to 

proceed. Selling fish in the market is a great business in Europe mostly, 

nonetheless, it remains illegal since the permits and required documents are 

hard to obtain, but they are required, otherwise, a punishment will come, 

especially when a seller has background checks. The “Republic Act 10645” 

amends the fishery conduct code in the Asian Waters, mostly in the Philippines, 

which was established on February 27t, 2015 predominantly focusing on the 

prevention of illegal fishing commerce, as well as eliminating unreported or 

unregulated sea actions in the Pacific Side. There are multiple types of illegal 

fishing, most of them related to Shark finning which are the following:

- Bottom Trawling: Dragging heavy fishing nets through the bottom of the 

ocean expecting big fish

- Ghost Fishing: Seemingly invisible fishing nets that fish can’t see and get 

caught by them

- Muro-Ami: A way to fish by using pounding devices

- Bycatch: Unintentionally catching fish
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In order to avoid these types of fishing but at the same time preserving the 

Chinese culture the Fishing Act 20-D was implemented internationally, 

which are basically fishing methods that are not harmful or toxic, these 

don’t threaten ocean life and even human health, considering that some 

fish might not be in the best conditions which have resulted as many 

severe diseases, like salmonella.  And, the UN does not support this kind 

of fishing because it can result in oceanic wildlife extinction.
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Committee Focus

The committee should focus on preventing further shark fishing and 

finning, in order to put the marine ecosystem in balance once again, and 

this can be noticed when shark deaths are lesser. The ecosystem is too 

important to lose so delegates must do whatever in their country’s power to 

stop this issue. Delegates should use short-term, mid-term, and long-term 

solutions to solve this worldwide complication. Short-term solutions should 

be put to use in order to raise funds through taxes, world funds, and NGOs 

and use them in materials to be applied such as media. Mid-term solutions 

should be used in order to create patrolling units, and long-term solutions 

can be used to enforce the law and make shark finning, or shark hunting 

altogether be prevented, but should take into consideration that by 

enforcing this law, delegates will face cultural issues since shark finning is 

part of a culture. 

Delegates should take into consideration these questions:

➢ How can you remove shark fin-based foods from the restaurants’ 

menu?

➢ How can delegates raise funds/awareness?

➢ Will patrolling the area help at all?

➢ What should be used to solve this problem?

➢ How can developing countries help?

➢ Will people keep doing it even though it is illegal?
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Individual Perspectives

- China: China is one of the biggest exporters of shark fins around the 

world, drastically recognized as the country with the most shark 

consumption in the world. (Hong Kong) Nonetheless, there have 

been declining sales during the last few years. The government has 

declared that whoever wants to go fishing on Chinese waters must 

have a permit. They also have the highest level of delinquency

- Japan: This country as well-considered finning soup as a traditional 

and prestigious plate, a shark fin may cost over $100USD in this 

country. Shark Finning is not illegal within this Federal Territory, as a 

matter of fact “Japan Airlines” offered shark fins as their main meal 

during long-haul flights. 

- France: In this country, citizens have previously launched an initiative 

in order to start a new Shark Fin Trade in Europe. France was united 

with several NGOs in order to discuss alternatives on how to stop 

shark finning and increasing the protection of life below water within 

the Atlantic and Mediterranean Ocean. This is one of the countries 

that banned shark fishing, although it still trades with other countries.
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- India: This country has all types of shark finning. Since 2013, India 

was declared as the second country with the most shark consumption 

in the world. The Ministry of Environment also established that 

possession of shark fins is naturally harmful for sharks, yet there are 

no restrictions that contradict these actions. It is illegal to export 

sharks or shark fins in this nation.

- United States: This country has a law that prohibits shark finning on 

federal waters. As a matter of fact, the “Shark Fin Elimination Bill” 

was implemented and approved by the senate in 2019, authorized by 

the bipartisan House of Representatives. Yet, the purchase and 

commerce of shark finning are not illegal considering exportation and 

preeminent distribution.
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1. Afghanistan

2. Argentina

3. Australia

4. Belgium

5. Bangladesh

6. Brazil

7. Canada

8. China

9. Denmark

10. France

11. Germany

12. Greece

13. India

14. Indonesia

15. Italy

16. Jamaica

17. Japan

18. Mexico

19. Morocco

20. Philippines

21. Russia

22. United Arab Emirates

23. United Kingdom

24. United States of America
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Key Terms

➢ Seaward: toward the sea.

➢ Lawful: conforming to, permitted by, or recognized by law or rules.

➢ Maritime: connected with the sea, especially in relation to seafaring 

commercial or military activity.

➢ Legal: based on, or concerned with the law.

➢ Exportation: send (goods or services) to another country for sale.

➢ SDG: Sustainable Development Goal

➢ Marine: related to the sea and its creatures
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