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Debate Policies

The overall quality of Union & Peace debates relies on the preparation of the staff 

members of Union & Peace as well as the preparation and behavior of delegates 

during and after sessions. It is critical for delegates participating in Union & Peace 

to follow the policies and parliamentary procedures set forth by the Secretariat as 

well as the following guidelines. 

Position paper

All delegates are required to submit a copy of their position paper, either through 

mail or directly to their Chair during registration. Delegates wishing to send a copy 

through mail must follow requirements of submission found in the position paper 

guide in our website. Delegates who do not submit a position paper to the Chair 

or through mail are not eligible for an award. The position paper is a criteria for 

awards, so it is recommended that all delegates prepare a well-written position 

paper. 

Parliamentary Procedure 

During debate, delegates are required to follow the parliamentary procedure set 

forth by Union & Peace. The Union & Peace Secretariat has arranged a 

parliamentary procedure Q&A session from 15:30 to 16:00. Delegates who would 

like to have more information or doubts addressed regarding procedure are 

recommended to participate in the session. 

Technology

The use of technology is prohibited at all times during debates except during 

unmoderated debates. During unmoderated debates, delegates may use their 

laptops and tablets for writing working papers. Delegates may use technology 

during a time other than an unmoderated debate as indicated by the chair. 
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About the Committee

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the world's 

leading environmental representative, setting the global environmental 

agenda, as well as promoting the UN system's consistent implementation of 

the environmental component of sustainable development. Also, serving as 

an influential and effective spokesperson for the environment. The 

committee's goal is to inspire, educate, and enable nations and people to 

enhance their quality of life without endangering that of generations to come 

by providing leadership and encouraging cooperation in environmental 

protection. It has helped in the identification and analysis of global 

environmental issues, the implementation of regional and international 

environmental programs and conventions, and the distribution of 

environmental science and knowledge. Aiding developed nations in 

developing environmentally sustainable policies and practices is part of its 

most essential requirements. 
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The Global Waste Management Outlook, a collaboration between UNEP 

and the International Waste Management Association, is a groundbreaking 

scientific global appraisal of waste management and a request for a change to 

the global community. The Outlook focuses mainly on the 'governance' 

challenges that must be resolved in order to create a long-term approach, such 

as legislative and other public policies, alliances, and funding models. The 

Outlook provides a selection of Topic Sheets and case studies that discuss 

relevant topics and illustrate featured projects. It is broad in focus and global 

in coverage. This is an encouraging potential path forward in waste 

management, with observations and suggestions to support policymakers and 

professionals in developing local waste control strategies
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Topic Background

The COVID-19 pandemic, as well as government measures intended at 

controlling the virus’s spread, has resulted in a worldwide economic decline 

and a massive amount of medical waste. Throughout this pandemic, the 

utilization of single-use plastic-based safety gear and disposable plastics, 

apart from raising the amount of medical waste, changes its normal density in 

volume. During COVID-19, waste production, notably disposable plastics, 

has emerged as a global public health and environmental issue, mainly in 

countries with developing economies. In these countries, where safe and 

sustainable methods are uncommon and medical waste is not managed 

properly, solid waste management already is a big issue. 
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The current accelerated increase in healthcare waste as a result of the 

COVID-19 pandemic is worsening the crisis, and there is an imminent risk that the 

consequences of improper medical waste disposal could result in an environmental 

pollution crisis. As recorded in various nations, inappropriate management of 

health hazards, apart from causing pollution, contributes to the expansion of 

transmissible illnesses, for example, typhoid, cholera, HIV/AIDS, hepatitis, as 

well as respiratory problems, which are primarily caused by reusing or scavenging 

medical waste. 
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Numerous medical facilities, as well as hospitals in developing 

nations, often combine medical and non-medical waste, which is then 

burnt in dangerous crematoriums or dumpsites. This has become a risk 

factor to the planet because of the release of carbon dioxide as well as 

other harmful substances into the atmosphere, contributing to 

temperature change. Numerous medical waste materials, such as sharps, 

will end up in standard landfills and dumpsters if they are not 

incinerated. Exposure to pollutants generated by landfills is bad enough, 

however, the threats to the environment can also be worsened when 

medical waste is also deposited there. 
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Moreover, open dumps can pollute drinking water supplies when 

they're not adequately built, as harmful contaminants spill out from the 

site. When any of it is infected, it is even more complicated, pricey, and 

time-consuming to clean up. Medical waste that has been dumped 

creates a significant health risk. “Poor management of health care waste 

potentially exposes health care workers, waste handlers, patients and the 

community at large to infection, toxic effects and injuries, and risks 

polluting the environment. It is essential that all medical waste materials 

are segregated at the point of generation, appropriately treated and 

disposed of safely,” the WHO states.
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Experts suggest three key approaches to address this increasing threat, all of 

which can be implemented at the same time. The first method is a systematic 

initiative by the medical community including but not limited to hospitals and 

clinics, to reduce medical waste as effectively as possible. Minimized waste 

ensures less waste has to be disposed of properly, which reduces the environmental 

and health risks associated with improper disposal. Second, medical professionals, 

legislators, and other appropriate stakeholders should collaborate to raise public 

awareness about appropriate medical waste disposal procedures as well as the 

risks associated with improper disposal. They will then seek to introduce and 

promote successful alternative waste management approaches that don't lead to 

waste being incinerated or discarded in landfills. Model facilities and hospitals 

should also be given recognition in order for other healthcare professionals and 

sites to benefit from them and, ideally, improve their disposal practices. Thirdly, 

safe and sustainable waste management solutions must be chosen to guarantee that 

people who work directly with medical equipment and waste are adequately 

covered and are not exposed to unwanted danger. This may include people who 

work in waste collection, handling, storage, transportation, treatment, and 

disposal.
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General Perspectives

In Latin America throughout the COVID-19 situation, the waste sector 

demonstrated to be a crucial key point to avoid subordinate health effects. In Latin 

America and the Caribbean crucial weaknesses in the medical waste facilities have 

impacted the efficiency of certain work. To impact the recovery of such deficiencies, 

the medical waste center could assist by improving flexibility and readiness for 

potential crises, lowering medical and environmental hazards, contributing to 

economic development and green jobs, and finally increasing the productivity of 

re-utilization.
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On the other hand, in Asian countries, medical infectious COVID-19 supply 

management has been considered, by creating a sustainable solution. Asian 

governments implemented disposals in order to collect infectious COVID-19 

supplies. This specific country created vehicles that can be sterilized, as well 

as implementing specialized drivers. To Asia, the control over continuous 

COVID-19 propaganda is crucial as it protects the citizens, by responsibly 

abolishing covid 19 waste.
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The United States, the country indeed noticed the trouble the pandemic 

would bring to the environment. The use of gloves, masks, and needles for the 

vaccines has created pollution spread in the United States of America. 

Approximately 198 doses of Flu / “Influenza”  vaccines were produced this year, 

as well as the SARS-COV Vaccine. Fortunately, not all these doses or medical 

waste is produced at once, but it will be created and used someday. Therefore, the 

United States government has created a plan to stop this threat. Hazardous or 

contagious medical waste would be sent to a sterilization center. Some vaccine 

centers such as Pfizer require that the vaccine packages back to the distribution 

center to cooperate with the care for the environment. Unfortunately, the need of 

thermo preservations for the vaccines makes it harder to safely conserve them 

appropriately.
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Within this topic, UNEP should mainly focus on debating and expressing 

possible solutions to the pollution created within the use and dispense of 

COVID-19 medical waste. To conclude with viable solutions, the committee 

should debate the following: 

    1.Where is the medical waste for COVID-19 being disposed of?

    2. Is the following the best place, why?

    3. What should be done with the COVID-19 medical waste factors?

    4. What essential factors to pollution are COVID-19 presenting?

    5. What approximate amount of medical waste is presented yearly around 

the world?

    6. How much has the medical waste increased during pandemic times, 

approximately?

Moreover, the committee should focus on the following statement- How is 

the COVID-19 medical waste affecting the environment, and how can we 

help stop the increase of the past mentioned?  
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Medical Waste: Any waste that has infected (or possibly infected ) content. Waste 

produced by healthcare centers such as physician's offices, hospitals, dental 

clinics, labs, health research facilities, and vet services is included in this 

definition.

Vaccine: A substance made from the disease's causative factor, its products, 

or a synthetic substitute, handled to act as an antigen without causing the 

disease, that is intended to stimulate the development of antibodies and 

provide immunity against one or more diseases.

Transmissible diseases: Illnesses caused by pathogenic (disease-causing) 

biological factors being infected, present, and developing in a single human 

or another contaminated animal.

Incineration: Incineration refers to a waste management method that 

implies the combustion of organic compounds found in waste.

Key Terms
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Sustainable methods:  Techniques that have the ability for the ecosystem of 

Earth and human development to existing simultaneously without harming 

each other.
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