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Debate Policies

The overall quality of Union & Peace debates relies on the preparation of the staff 

members of Union & Peace as well as the preparation and behavior of delegates 

during and after sessions. It is critical for delegates participating in Union & Peace 

to follow the policies and parliamentary procedures set forth by the Secretariat as 

well as the following guidelines. 

Position paper

All delegates are required to submit a copy of their position paper, either through 

mail or directly to their Chair during registration. Delegates wishing to submit their 

position paper must follow requirements of submission found in the position paper 

guide in our website. Delegates who do not submit a position paper to the Chair 

or through mail are not eligible for an award. The position paper is a criteria for 

awards, so it is recommended that all delegates prepare a well-written position 

paper. 

Parliamentary Procedure 

During debate, delegates are required to follow the parliamentary procedure set 

forth by Union & Peace. 

Technology

The use of technology is prohibited at all times during debates except during 

unmoderated debates. During unmoderated debates, delegates may use their 

laptops and tablets for writing working papers. Delegates may use technology 

during a time other than an unmoderated debate as indicated by the chair. 
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Committee Background

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was 

established in 1950 during the post-World War II era. It officially began its 

work on April 22, 1954. The committee was once established to help 

Europeans who have left their countries and lost their homes. Nowadays, 

its main purpose is “to ensure that everybody has the right to seek asylum 

and find safe refuge, having fled violence, persecution, war or disaster at 

home”. (UNHCR, 2016).

One of the main used documents by the UNHCR is the 1951 

Refugee Convention.  The 1951 Refugee Convention provides a definition 

for the term “refugee”. It also states the rights of refugees and provides 

information about the legal responsibilities of the host country. The 

document states, “A refugee, according to the Convention, is someone 

who is unable or unwilling to return to their country of origin owing to a 

well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, 

nationality, membership of a particular social group, or political opinion.” 

(United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 2019).
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Before UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees)  

was founded, the International Refugee Organization (IRO), was the one 

who helped people start a new life in another country. This committee 

helped about 1 million people who needed to flee their homes. Among 

those lines, the UNHCR has now got 17,324 employees working in 135 

different countries. Besides, in 2019, the revised annual budget for the 

committee was calculated at US$8.6 billion. In comparison, the UNHCR's 

budget during its first years was around $300,000 US dollars. In 1954, the 

UNHCR won a Nobel Peace Prize for their innovative work (Nobel Prize, 

n.d.). UNHCR celebrated its 70th anniversary and is proud to have helped 

over 50 million people. 
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Topic Background

Protecting the rights of refugee women is a very dominant topic, this 

topic is not fully taken into consideration by the world and it should be 

addressed. Since the year 2008, the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees started monitoring the women who have moved from country to 

country due to various factors, including violence, economic status, family, and 

more. Since 2008 the UNHCR has recorded many more refugees, increasing 

the number of refugees worldwide. Refugees in the United States have 

increased by five. Apart from the tripled amount of women refugees who seek 

a place to stay in either Central America or Mexico. 

Women have historically been primary victims when it comes to receiving 

domestic and other types of violence. This Is one of many causes of why 

refugee women look for a new place to live.  In 2015 there was a great 

increment of refugee women all over the world. This number started to rise 

especially when moving to the United States because of places such as 

Honduras or El Salvador. The Homicide rate was about 90.4% per 100,000 

persons.  In comparison to the United States which was only at 4.9% out of 

100,000 citizens which would eventually lead to a much better life for these 

women even if it meant that they had to leave their home.  
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The rights of refugee women are one of the most important topics 

that have been presented to the UNHCR.  All over the world, there are 

refugee women, there may be a lot in one country and a small amount in 

another but each of these lives is significant. All refugees should have 

rights such as education, food, shelter, and these should be protected. 

This is something that has to be put to have an established plan so that it 

is taken into action. Protecting the rights and lives of refugees is highly 

important and significant to make a better world with more opportunities. 

With a better economical status, a better quality of life, and the protection 

of human rights.
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General History

 Refugees have been a key topic in the world for a very long time, each 

year the number of refugees increases more and more.  Approximately per 

year, there are 26 million refugees which have increased by about 10 million 

each year.  The amount of women refugees are due to plenty of different 

reasons. In Syria, 6.6 million refugees change countries in search of a better 

life, then comes Venezuela with almost half of this amount which is about 3.7 

million people.  With one million refugees less in Afghanistan and 2.2 million 

in South Sudan. Myanmar is in the top five of the refugees even though it is 

a much smaller amount compared to Syria with 1.1 million citizens who 

travel for better opportunities, this should be addressed since this is one of 

the main conflicts, and no matter the country they should still have the same 

quality of life. Approximately ⅘ of the refugees are women that are leaving 

their home country.  
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The UNHCR is working hard to achieve gender equality, especially 

among refugees. Some challenges that refugee women or girls face are 

access to quality education, economic opportunities, access to resources, 

access to health services, documentation, protection, gender-based 

violence (GBV), and meaningful participation. UN Women has also had a 

great role in the protection of refugee women’s rights. This UN entity has 

worked on providing and helping women take important roles in society. 

Nowadays, there are a lot of organizations willing to help refugee women. 

Some examples of these are the Women’s Refugee Commission, 

Refugees International, Refugee Women’s Alliance (ReWA), and many 

more. In 1989, this issue was addressed by the UNHCR and a resolution 

paper was passed. Some of the solutions stated in this committee are, 

providing resettlement places for women in danger, creating a framework 

and a work plan to facilitate the participation of refugee women in society, 

hiring a Senior Coordinator for the creation of guidelines, and increasing 

awareness. (Executive Committee of the High Commissioner’s 

Programme, n.d.).

UNHCR
Arantza Prieto and Alexia 

González 



Committee Focus

The focus of the committee is to ameliorate the challenges that 

refugee women or girls face.  During the debate, keep in mind the 

questions provided by the UNHCR that should be taken into consideration:

- How do we ensure women’s rights are protected throughout all 

stages of displacement?

- How do we ensure refugee women and girls’ meaningful participation 

in decision-making and leadership?

- How do we ensure women and girls have access to proper identity 

documents?

- How do we improve refugee girls’ access to education?

- How do we support refugee women and girls who have been victims 

of trauma and violence?

- How do we improve refugee women’s access to healthcare, 

reproductive health services, sanitary products and contraceptive 

methods?

- How do we improve refugee women’s access to jobs and financial 

services?

- How do we prevent and respond to gender-based violence affecting 

refugee women?
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Individual Perspectives

Turkey:  Turkey is the main country that receives refugees a year.  Turkey is a 

hosting country that receives women refugees from all over the world. It receives 

approximately 3.6 million refugees each year and about 60% of this number are 

women.  From Syria, there is a significant number of women refugees and 55% of 

these refugees travel directly to Turkey in a chance for a better life.  These 

refugees are positively affected by Turkey. However, the country itself may be 

affected negatively because of the decrease of the economy, since it is providing 

a lot of basic needs to a lot of refugees, this may affect the life of the citizens and 

natives of this country.

Syria:  Syria is a really important country when it comes to refugees. This country 

is widely affected when it comes to this top. Thehe reason this happens is that it 

is the country that mostly sends people to other countries with an amount of 6.6 

million refugees per year.  Many of the women that move to another country 

require special protection since they have previously received sexual abuse, 

harming, and domestic violence which makes them more vulnerable to the 

experience of being exported to another country that is not your home.  Refugees 

from Syria move to camps all over the world and if they are not able to access a 

camp they stay outside hoping to be taken in.  To conclude, Syria is the country 

that is mostly affected since more than half of the population of this country are 

becoming refugees in other places where they will get better opportunities. 
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Colombia: “Colombia became the host of 277 refugees, 625 asylum 

seekers, and 11 stateless people. There are about 7,671,124 citizens 

internally displaced”, being forced to flee their homes but can’t because 

they wouldn’t find safety in another. (UNHCR, n.d.) To solve this, many 

actions have been taken. Colombia is part of the UN Women project “Who 

Holds the Microphone” which features the work of women affected by 

conflict. (UNHCR, 2021). Also, a UNHCR-sponsored project takes part in 

Colombia. This project supports internally displaced women in urban areas 

by helping them assume roles of leadership among their refugee camps.  

Lastly, a project helps women’s participation in community activities by 

targeting non-formal education activities amongst children.

Lebanon: Lebanon has accepted about 2 million Syrian and Palestinian 

refugees throughout the years. Currently, many projects take place in the 

country of Lebanon in regards to their refugees. As part of the Habitat for 

Humanity organization, the Build Solid Ground project has done some 

work for refugees located in the country. They focus on providing shelter 

for those in deep need of it. Furthermore, the Global Fund for Women is 

associated with The Lebanese Democratic Women’s Gathering NGO and 

they cooperate together to educate and aid women in democratic matters. 
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Myanmar:  In Myanmar, 90% of war-related situations are because of 

violence toward women of which a big amount are refugees.  There have 

been millions of people that are forced to flee their country. In Myanmar, 

one in 130 people leave their homes because of different circumstances. 

Out of all of the refugees that leave Myanmar, 75% are women. In 

Myanmar, there are a great number of situations where women are forced 

to flee but there are also some citizens that flee because of their status, 

they are put in danger, they lack resources and basic health care. These 

reasons have led to women in Myanmar helping other women that are 

refugees to have a better life. 
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1. Australia

2. Turkey

3. Syria

4. Colombia

5. Venezuela

6. Myanmar

7. El Salvador

8. Afghanistan

9. Germany

10. Uganda 

11. Pakistan

12. Jordan

13. Saudi Arabia

14. Lebanon

15. Ethiopia

16. Nigeria 

17. Singapore

18. Iraq

19. Yemen 

20. Vietnam

21. Australia

22. Qatar

23. France

24. India

25. Libya

26. Zimbabwe 

27. Morocco 

28. United States

29. Russian Federation

30. United Arab Emirates 

31. Mexico

32. Denmark 

33. Argentina

34. Switzerland

35. The Democratic Republic of 

Congo
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Key Terms

➢ Refugee: A person who has been forced to leave their country for a 

specific reason. 

➢ Necessities: Something that is indispensable, needed. 

➢ Relocation: The action of moving to a new place and establishing 

one's home or business there.

➢ Flee: To run away from a place or situation of danger. 

➢ Asylums: the protection granted by a nation to someone who has left 

their native country as a political refugee.

➢ Stateless people: Someone who is "not considered as a national by 

any state under the operation of its law".

➢ Resseteling: Settle or cause to settle in a different palace where you 

have not previously been.

➢ Developing countries: A poor agricultural country that is seeking to 

become more advanced economically and socially. This means that 

there are not enough economical resources in this place but it is 

trying to change.
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