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Debate Policies

The overall quality of Union & Peace debates relies on the preparation of the staff 

members of Union & Peace as well as the preparation and behavior of delegates 

during and after sessions. It is critical for delegates participating in Union & Peace 

to follow the policies and parliamentary procedures set forth by the Secretariat as 

well as the following guidelines. 

Position paper

All delegates are required to submit a copy of their position paper, either through 

mail or directly to their Chair during registration. Delegates wishing to submit their 

position paper must follow requirements of submission found in the position paper 

guide in our website. Delegates who do not submit a position paper to the Chair 

or through mail are not eligible for an award. The position paper is a criteria for 

awards, so it is recommended that all delegates prepare a well-written position 

paper. 

Parliamentary Procedure 

During debate, delegates are required to follow the parliamentary procedure set 

forth by Union & Peace. 

Technology

The use of technology is prohibited at all times during debates except during 

unmoderated debates. During unmoderated debates, delegates may use their 

laptops and tablets for writing working papers. Delegates may use technology 

during a time other than an unmoderated debate as indicated by the chair. 
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Committee Background

The Joint Crisis Committee (JCC) is formed by two opposing sides of 

representatives, which are cabinets, with the purpose to create a debate 

stage in times of calamity. Delegates work on their negotiation skills 

trying to win the upper hand over the opposing cabinet. This committee 

allows delegates to use formal and informal debate, in which all 

communication is regulated by the Chair. The focus of this committee is 

to prepare representatives by facing solutions and consequences of a 

real-life scenario. Additionally, the committee has to provide the best 

solution or solutions for their side of the crisis. Delegates will constantly 

receive crisis updates by the Chair to be aware of the actual situations. 

Thanks to this, the creation of a realistic scenario is possible as to how 

political decisions are made depending on the developments that might 

benefit or detriment the plan of a cabinet.
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Topic Background

The on-going Spanish Civil War is an urgent conflict to solve in order 

to maintain peace and security. Emilio Mola and Francisco Franco being at 

the forefront of the Nationalist side gained support from the Nazi 

(Germany) and Italy (fascist) as they have similar ideologies in order to 

destroy the Republican government of Spain. On the other hand, 

Republicans are in favor of maintaining the democratic government having 

the alliance of the Soviet Union and European Democracies. 

After the First World War ended, Spain faced several problems: it 

was a poorly developed country, hardly industrialized, and had social 

inequalities. Due to this, Miguel Primo de Rivera attacked the government 

in 1923 and imposed a dictatorship that lasted for 7 years. Throughout the 

dictatorship, economic hardships occurred because of the Great 

Depression causing the failure of his dictatorship. As a consequence, 

Rivera stepped down from his role and let the first free elections take place 

in the country. 
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This newly elected government did not work as planned due to the 

different ideologies spread throughout the country. King Alfonso XIII 

authorized elections for 1931, and the people were greatly in favor of a 

liberal government over the monarchy. This started the Second Republic, 

where the leftists dominated with liberal reforms. Lacking a common 

objective of improvement, a plan to attack the newly democratically elected 

government is created. They planned to stage a coup and establish a new 

dictatorship, which unfortunately failed. Additionally, the election on 

February 16, 1936, made the leftist Popular Front government gain power 

where fascist and extreme-right forces came back with an army mutiny in 

July 1936. In general, the coup planned led to a civil war. The conflict was 

mostly caused by the lack of action to address socio-economic issues 

within the country, such as poverty, and the failure to compromise between 

the people.
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The Spanish Civil War began in Spain in 1936 as a revolt against the 

Republican government of the country. At this time, fascist states were 

emerging all over the world; from Hitler in Germany to Mussolini in Italy, 

states led by a dictator were common. In Spain, conflict was divided 

between two parties: Republicans and Nationalists. Republicans consisted 

mostly of left ideologies, and the Nationalists included conservatives. 

Francisco Franco led the Nationalists, while Manuel Azaña led the 

Republicans.

Causes of the conflict include class separations leading to inequality, 

conflicts between countries, and religious differences. While the working 

class was more in favor of having more rights and giving the land to the 

people, the businessmen and landowners were completely against this 

since it would be economically non-beneficial. Labor rights and inequalities 

are the main factors of the start of the Spanish Civil War. Furthermore, 

there are 4 main long-term causes. 

General History
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First, the history of violence where a total of 19 military coups in 

Spain occurred between 1803-1936, and the Carlist Wars which are the 3 

Civil Wars (1833-1876) where conservatives, Carlists, looked to put a 

Bourbon king on the throne (of male descent). Second, a struggle between 

the Catholic traditions and liberalism. Third, the economic issues where the 

industrial economy was vastly limited and regional, such as textiles, iron, 

coal, steel, and shipbuilding. Additionally, because of the Agrarian 

economy being compared to the rest of Western Europe since it was poor 

were landless peasants worked on vast estates in Southern Spain and 

indebted peasants worked to stay afloat in Northern Spain. Fourthly, most 

industrial areas wanted self-rule because languages and culture were 

distinct from Spain’s.
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In 1934, there was a widespread labour conflict and an uprising by 

miners in Asturias that was suppressed by troops led by General Francisco 

Franco. A succession of government crises culminated in the elections of 

February 16, 1936, brought to power a Popular Front government 

supported by most parties of the left and opposed by the right parties and 

what remained of the center.

Later on, a planned military uprising began on July 17, 1936, in 

garrison towns throughout the whole country of Spain. An initial coup failed 

to win control of the entire, birthing a civil war within the nation. By July 

21st, the Nationalists, that were identified as rebels, took control of 

Spanish Morocco, the Canary Islands, and the Balearic Islands (except 

Minorca) and in the north of Spain, the Guadarrama mountains and the 

Ebro River, except for Asturias, Santander, and the Basque provinces 

along the north coast and the region of Catalonia in the northeast.
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Some of the decisive battles fought during this campaign included the 

Battle of Stalingrad (August 23, 1942 - February 2nd 1943), Battle of 

Moscow (October 1941 - January 1942), and the Battle of Kursk (July 5, 

1943 - August 1, 1943). While initially successful, the Germans soon faced 

extreme overextension and troubles with supply lines. The German forces 

quickly lost momentum, and were pushed back into Western Europe by a 

fierce Soviet Counteroffensive. The United Kingdom, and the United 

States, who joined the war in December 1941, after the battle of Pearl 

Harbour (December 7, 1941) by Japanese forces, also put pressure on the 

Axis from the West. The significant battles on this front include the Allied 

conquest of Italy (early 1943 to 1945), D-Day (June 6, 1944), and the 

Battle of the Bulge (December, 1944). On May 7th, 1945, Germany finally 

surrendered unconditionally to the Allied powers.  Long before the 

surrender of Germany, many had witnessed the result of their war crimes, 

including those who survived them, those who orchestrated them, and the 

several Allied soldiers who stumbled upon them. It is now up to the ICJ to 

determine who is to be held responsible for all of those charges.
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Committee Focus

Each cabinet should focus on coming up with a strategy in order to 

defeat the opposing group in the present war: the Spanish Civil War. It is 

essential for the Nationalists and Republicans to take into consideration 

the advantages and disadvantages the cabinet has in order to make the 

most effective and realistic actions within the committee. Cabinets also 

have to consider if it is necessary to ask for any type of support, such as 

economical, to their respective allies to use it to their advantage during the 

war. The actions that the committee takes, change the outcome of this 

conflict.
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Perspectives

●Nationalists:

This group is led by General Francisco Franco, following a very 

conservative and religious ideology; they wish to keep things as they are. 

Businessmen, landowners, and the military are some of the main members 

of this party. Due to their similar ideologies, they are supported by 

Germany, Italy, Portugal, and Britain. Germany and Italy having fascist and 

authoritarian governments, it is in their best interest to be allies. Portugal 

opened the border to deliver supplies and 20,000 troops while Britain’s 

unofficial support allowed Franco to set up the communication towers in 

Gibraltar.

The advantages that Nationalists have is their political unity, FET 

under Franco’s control, military unity since they hold Spain’s best troops 

from North America, and economic advantages because they control major 

agricultural areas.
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● Republicans:

The Republican side is the opposition force against the Nationalists’ 

movement formed by the Spanish government in 1936 by Manuel Azaña. 

This side is mostly made up of lower and middle class - unions, anarchists, 

communists, peasants, and workers - citizens and is led by Juan Negrin. 

The group sought to defend the constitutional values and the republic's 

freedom. Republicans have the support of the Anarchists, Leftists, 

Anti-Fascists, the USSR, International Brigades, the Soviet Union, and the 

European democracies because they consider that the spread of fascism 

through Europe is a danger to them.  

The advantages that Republicans have are that they control the 

major cities of the country, hold gold reserves, and also, the air force and 

navy remain loyal to them. However, they also have some disadvantages 

consisting of political disunity due to the incompatible ideologies, a lack of 

central control of the regular military, and economic issues in which 

collectives and workers committees slow the productivity and funnel away 

the needed currency. 
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Participation List
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Nationalists: 

1. Emilio Mola

2. Eoin O’Duffy

3. Ettore Bastico

4. Francisco Franco

5. Günther Lützow

6. Heinrich Trettner

7. José Antonio Primo de Rivera

8. José Sanjurjo

9. Juan Yagüe

10. Mario Roatta

11. Miguel Cabanellas

12. Weiner Mölders

Republicans: 

1.Buenaventura Durruti

2.Diego Martínez Barrio

3.Dolores Ibarruri

4.Francisco Largo Caballero

5.Francisco Sabaté Llopart

6.Georges Kopp

7.Juan García Oliver

8.Juan Negrín

9.Manuel Azaña

10.Mehmet Shehu

11.Santiago Carrillo

12.Valentin González
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Key Terms

➢ Military Coup: a military coup is the seizure of political power by a 

military group with the use of violence.

➢ Republicans: the opposing side to the military coup. This group is 

conformed by unions,anarchists,and,and workers. The group has the 

support of The Soviet Union. 

➢ Nationalists: The nationalist was the rebel group trying to take over 

power. The group had support from fascist countries such as Italy and 

Germany. The bourgeoisie, communists, generally the landlords, the 

upper classes.

➢ Fascists:  political ideology which is characterized by a single-party 

government, with an authoritarian leader. 

➢ FET: Falange Española Tradicionalista

➢ USSR: Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

➢ Dictatorship: government in which a person or small group gains 

absolute power without effective constitutional limitations.
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