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Debate Policies

The overall quality of Union & Peace debates relies on the preparation of the staff 

members of Union & Peace as well as the preparation and behavior of delegates 

during and after sessions. It is critical for delegates participating in Union & Peace 

to follow the policies and parliamentary procedures set forth by the Secretariat as 

well as the following guidelines. 

Position paper

All delegates are required to submit a copy of their position paper, either through 

mail or directly to their Chair during registration. Delegates wishing to submit their 

position paper must follow requirements of submission found in the position paper 

guide in our website. Delegates who do not submit a position paper to the Chair 

or through mail are not eligible for an award. The position paper is a criteria for 

awards, so it is recommended that all delegates prepare a well-written position 

paper. 

Parliamentary Procedure 

During debate, delegates are required to follow the parliamentary procedure set 

forth by Union & Peace. 

Technology

The use of technology is prohibited at all times during debates except during 

unmoderated debates. During unmoderated debates, delegates may use their 

laptops and tablets for writing working papers. Delegates may use technology 

during a time other than an unmoderated debate as indicated by the chair. 



2

Committee Background

The Soviet Political Bureau, abbreviated as Politburo, is the main 

policy making committee of the communist party of the Soviet Union. It 

was initiated by Joseph Stalin, Vladimir Lenin, Kamenev, Nikolai 

Krestinsky, and Leon Trotsky in the spring of 1919 in the USSR. At the 

time, each of these members had their own roles or were starting to create 

them. Vladimir Lenin controlled the Bolshevik Party with the ideas of a 

communist revolutionary. In the year of 1917, his party grew with distinction 

during the Russian Revolution. Stalin was just barely rising to power. Lenin 

ordered him to work for the Bolshevik Party’s Central Committee, and in 

1917 they took control over the Soviety Union. Lev Kamenev had quit the 

Central Committee to show a sign of opposition towards armed uprisings. 

He had been assigned to control the Bolshevik Party while Lenin was 

gone. Nikolai Krestinsky was part of the Central Committee, and then 

promoted to People’s Commissary of Finance. Finally, Leon Trotsky was a 

war commissioner during the Russian Civil War. 
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Committee Background

Throughout the years Joseph Stalin seized power, developing it in a 

way which gave him absolute control. He transformed the Politburo into the 

supreme executive and legislative body of the Soviet government and its 

communist party. The Political Bureau was then terminated in 1952, 

allowing the Central Committee Presidium to replace them and take over 

the political decisions. It was mainly terminated in order to eliminate or 

reduce Stalin’s impact. Eventually in 1966, they were known as the new 

Politburo, and were selected by the communist party’s Central Committee. 

The Bureau itself decided which members were expelled and which 

members could join. They worked submerged in corruption, they had cruel 

and unjust control, and they also believed in the denial for the working 

class to be involved in democracy. 
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Topic Background

The largest nuclear explosion worldwide has been recorded in the 

Soviet Union. The nuclear power plant at Chernobyl, Ukraine, near Pripyat, 

suffered from a catastrophic accident, when its fourth RBMK-1000 nuclear 

reactor exploded. It occurred at 1:23 a.m. on April 26 in 1986. Multiple 

strong fires were provoked in the area of the explosion demolishing the 

reactor building, while releasing monumental amounts of radioactive 

materials into the environment. A 30 kilometer radius from the fourth 

reactor has been marked as the exclusion zone, indicating the stronger 

area of radiation. Emergency crews have been seen using helicopters to 

drop sand and boron in the area of the explosion to try and put an end to 

the fires and reduce the amount of radioactivity being released. 

Anything about the cause of the event remains unknown, while word 

from Victor Brkhanov, director of the Chernobyl plant, remains in wait. 

Currently, it is known that two workers died due to the event. Immediate 

action needs to be taken to prevent further damage. 
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This explosion is expected to have highly dangerous effects due to its 

radioactivity, so residents are starting to be evacuated as they may suffer 

from multiple diseases provoked by the radioactive exposure. People have 

begun arriving at the Medical-Sanitary Center Number 126 in Pripyat with 

cases of vomiting, headaches, dry throats, and dizziness. The director of 

said hospital stated at 6:00 a.m. that these strange cases were radiation 

sickness and afterwards, immediately informed the Institute of Biophysics 

in Moscow. It is considered to be safer for people to evacuate to Kiev, and 

Zhytomyr, since they are located further away from the nuclear plant. 

Chernobyl and a part of Pripyat is being considered to have also been 

affected by radiation. By now, the time of this emergency meeting of the 

Politburo, 8:00 a.m., over a hundred people have been admitted with those 

symptoms. Some notable patients are the senior reactor control engineer 

Leonid Toptunov and Shift Foreman Alexander Akimov, both workers at the 

Reactor No. 4 of the nuclear power plant. 

SOVIET POLITBURO
Paloma Fernández, Maria de Lope 



6

Deputy chief engineer Anatoly Dyatlov has also been admitted, for 

this reason, it is most likely to not hear anything from him about the 

explosion anytime soon. However, there is a possibility to hear news from 

the director of the plant Viktor Bryukhanov later on.
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The Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant began to be constructed in 1977, 

while the country was a part of the Soviet Union. It is located in the Soviet 

Union and the small town Pripyat was built 2 miles from the nuclear power 

plant for Chernobyl’s workers and their families. The Chernobyl Nuclear 

Power Plant has an impressive 4 Soviet-designed reactors as of 1983 

which produced about 10% of the nation’s electricity, and more are 

planned to be built. The location of this nuclear power plant was chosen 

due to low population and its access to the nearby river, Pripyat. This 

location was decided by the Ministry of Energetics of the USSR for its 

convenience to host the power plant. Once the first reactor was built, the 

population in the town Pripyat rose to 14,000. By now, the population of 

Pripyat is an estimated 50,000 people. There is also another town, 

Chernobyl,  9 miles away from the plant, with a population of 12,000. The 

USSR has big plans for the plant, wanting to make it the largest nuclear 

power plant in the world with 12 reactors, ⅓ of what it is now. Currently, 

there are 4 reactors and 2 in construction.

General History
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Although the Chernobyl disaster brought irreversible political, social, 

and economic consequences for the Soviet Union, the Cold War was also 

greatly affected as a result. It is important to remember that at the time of 

the Cold War, nations, especially the United States and the Soviet Union, 

were at constant competition for the advancement of technology starting 

from satellites to missiles. Thus, it can be interpreted that the Chernobyl 

power plant was created due to the Soviet Union’s overambitious plan to 

introduce nuclear energy into its hands. Despite the fact that the idea of 

successful nuclear energy is a revolutionary plan that would automatically 

upboost the reputation of the Soviet Union, it was yet too undeveloped for 

implementation. The lack of sufficient research and the secretive nature of 

the Soviet Union all led to the disaster to an extent.

Thus, the Chernobyl disaster is an event that demonstrated the 

importance of political morality in the Soviet Union and other nations. It is 

important to consider the nature of the Soviet Union, which tends to be of 

censorship and privacy. 

SOVIET POLITBURO
Paloma Fernández, Maria de Lope



9

Nonetheless, the Soviet Union is also at a time of political change 

with the introduction of the glasnost or political transparency policy, which 

would affect the necessary measures that need to be taken to address 

internal and external, meaning foreign and international, conflicts.
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Committee Focus

The Soviet Politburo needs to take immediate action to address the 

event. It is expected that several security measures are decided on to 

prevent further damage, and keep the population of Pripyat, plant workers, 

their families, and the first aid responders, safe. The committee needs to 

act as they see fit, but it is essential that the population of Pripyat is 

evacuated as soon as possible, and that some sort of cleanup, in order to 

get rid of the radioactivity, is issued. The committee should also agree on 

the public statement that will be issued to the rest of the world, as well as 

keeping civilians calm to prevent rioting. Delegates should consider that as 

of now, there is no information about the possible ramifications of the 

explosions, and that the whole world will be waiting to see the USSR’s 

response to this event. It is also of great importance that delegates 

consider the consequences of their actions on the country, such as 

economic ramifications, or effects on international relationships. This 

matter is of urgent importance and will be addressed by the finest leaders 

of the country, as well as being aided with frequent updates from the 

nation’s top scientists.
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It is also imperative to follow with the Soviet Union’s long-known 

political reputation to consider the progression of the ongoing Cold War. 

Nations must collaborate with each other to address this kind of global 

catastrophe, yet, there needs to be agreements to conserve the opinions 

and nature of all sides. Nonetheless, the technological aspect of the 

Chernobyl nuclear plant must also be considered to prevent any other 

disaster of such kind in the future.
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Perspectives

This group is in charge of the main policy making committee of the 

communist party of the Soviet Union. The bureau chose its members by 

none other than themselves, and worked with corruption, cruel, and unjust 

control, and they also believed in the denial for the working class to be 

involved in democracy. 

Members worry about:

1. Heydar Aliyev, concerned for economic ramifications.

2. Vitaly Vorotnikov, concerned for the health of those involved.

3. Mikhail Gorbachev, concerned for environmental effects and the 

impact of the explosion on local ecosystems.

4. Andrei Gromyko, concerned for industrial development.

5. Lev Zaykov,  concerned for the social ramifications.

6. Dinmukhamed Kunayev, concerned about international relationships.

7. Yegor Ligachev, concerned for negative press about the country

8. Nikolai Ryzhkov, concerned about the infrastructure of the Chernobyl 

Plant.

12

SOVIET POLITBURO
Paloma Fernández, Maria de Lope 



9. Mikhail Solomentsev, concerned about other countries’ reaction towards 

the nuclear disaster.

10. Viktor Chebrikov,  concerned for the impact of the event on the life of 

citizens

11. Eduard Shevardnadze, concerned about how communism might be 

affected by the event.

12. Volodymyr Shcherbytsky, concerned for the future of the nuclear 

weapons industry. 
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Participation List
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Key Terms

➢ Bad Press / Fake News: Bad Press refers to news about a particular 

subject that portrays them in a negative way. Fake news refers to the 

spread of misinformation, whether intentional or not.

➢ Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant: a factory located in Chernobyl, 

Ukraine, in which they create warmth with a nuclear reactor which 

then is used as energy.

➢ Cold War: Rivalry between the United States and the Soviet Union 

(1947 ~ 1991) recognized by its arms race and technological 

advancements. The war barely involved weapons, rather it was 

fought with the idea of “which nation is superior.”

➢ Communist: ideology in which good are shared and owned by 

everyone.

➢ Economic / Social Ramifications: the feasible outcomes of a 

situation involving the economical and social consequences.
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➢ Environmental dangers and damages: This term refers to 

damages of local ecosystems, which can be a result of water 

pollution, resource crisis, land pollution, deforestation, etc.

➢ Health Risk: A health risk refers to a possibility that something will 

affect someone’s health.

➢ Nuclear Explosion: a highly potent bomb whose atom gets divided, 

creating a large explosion formed by the liberation of energy.

➢ Pripyat: A town with a population of around 50,000. The town is 2 

miles away from the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant, and was built 

specifically for workers of this plant.

➢ Radioactive: caused by or exhibiting radioactivity.

➢ Soviet Politburo: a communist group in charge of making  the major 

choices of the Soviet Union’s government.
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