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Debate Policies

The overall quality of Union & Peace debates relies on the preparation of the staff 

members of Union & Peace as well as the preparation and behavior of delegates 

during and after sessions. It is critical for delegates participating in Union & Peace 

to follow the policies and parliamentary procedures set forth by the Secretariat as 

well as the following guidelines. 

Position paper

All delegates are required to submit a copy of their position paper, either through 

mail or directly to their Chair during registration. Delegates wishing to submit their 

position paper must follow requirements of submission found in the position paper 

guide in our website. Delegates who do not submit a position paper to the Chair 

or through mail are not eligible for an award. The position paper is a criteria for 

awards, so it is recommended that all delegates prepare a well-written position 

paper. 

Parliamentary Procedure 

During debate, delegates are required to follow the parliamentary procedure set 

forth by Union & Peace. 

Technology

The use of technology is prohibited at all times during debates except during 

unmoderated debates. During unmoderated debates, delegates may use their 

laptops and tablets for writing working papers. Delegates may use technology 

during a time other than an unmoderated debate as indicated by the chair. 
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Committee Background

UNCCC also known as UNFCCC are conferences or international 

meetings held under the auspices of the United Nations with a discussion 

of climate change matters. All conferences performed are rotated annually 

among the five regional groups of the United Nations together with 197 

countries. The committee has three formal meetings incorporated on every 

conference which are: the Conference of the Parties serving as the 

meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (CMP), Conference of the 

Parties (COP), and the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of 

the Parties to the Paris Agreement (CMA). These three meetings 

proceeded with the objective to review the implementation of the 

Convention (Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement) and to adopt the 

decisions to further develop and implement these three parties.
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The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

started in 1992 with a basic step where countries joined an international 

treaty and cooperation to combat climate change by regulating various 

elements such as limiting the average global temperature with the 

inevitable consequences of climate change. However, the committee was 

established on 21 March 1994 with the main objective of preventing 

“dangerous” human activities interference with the climate system.

Over the past two decades, UNFCCC has grown exponentially in size 

after climate change has become one of the main issues in the world. The 

latest objective of UNFCCC is to stabilize the greenhouse gas 

concentrations “at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic 

(human induced) interference with the climate system”. 
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Topic Background

Climate change is one of the biggest threats to humanity. From 

melting ice caps to wildfires, this issue has affected and will continue to 

affect all living things. Humans are the primary cause of the rapid 

acceleration of this world wide problem. The effects that this problem could 

cause are unimaginable. Rising sea levels, limited resources, rise of prices 

of essential goods, increased occurrences of meteorological phenomenon 

and drastic temperature change are just the start of what is to come. The 

social, economic, political, and mainly environmental consequences would 

be devastating if we reach a certain point. Unfortunately the problem was 

not addressed with the importance that it should and the world has a 

limited amount of time to try to slow it down.

After raising awareness of the topic, concerned nations have joined 

forces to try to tackle this massive issue. They created solutions such as 

the Paris Agreement and each country did their best effort to fulfill it. With a 

little amount of success , they now have to figure out a way to accelerate 

the process before it is too late.

UNCCC
Su Bin Park Kim

Monica Prieto Nieto



5

It will take time for changes to be visible because the damage has 

already been done. Even though humanity has and will continue to 

experience the consequences of this issue, there is still time to avoid major 

catastrophes. 

UNFCCC is known for its treaties such as the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris 

Agreement. However, the committee has been criticized for not having 

achieved their stated goals such as reducing the emission of carbon 

dioxide after becoming a primary cause of global warming of the 21st 

century. Therefore, the United States of America Climate Change delegate 

Todd Stern has made a speech: “[...] It implicates virtually every aspect of 

a state’s economy, so it makes countries nervous about growth and 

development. This is an economic issue every bit as it is an environmental 

one.” Meaning that since the project has more than 190 countries signed, 

the procedure of it may be blocked when a delegate refuses to wil its 

resources in order to avoid affecting it’s economic development.
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General History

After raising awareness, humanity has been willing to take action but it 

is still not seen as a priority. Thus, UNFCCC prioritized this issue by 

gathering nations once a year to discuss short term and long term solutions. 

Where parties in the committee are supposed to evolve over time, social 

understandings, political changes, and pursuant to the emergence of new 

scientific evidence.

The UNFCCC was adopted in 1992, today 196 countries are parties to 

it where they had evolved with the committee by acquiring the Kyoto 

Protocol in 1997, the Paris Agreement in 2015, and the negotiation impasse 

in Copenhagen in 2009. It's evolution has made great advancements in 

institutional architecture, orientation, and operational setting of the 

committee in order to achieve the main goal. A committee that works 

collaboratively with diverse international organizations, projects, 

governments, foundations, the private sector, academia, NGOs, UN 

agencies, and many more.
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These collaborations are made up to propose positive solutions-driven 

approaches to solve climate change where transformational climate actions 

and improvements of the public understanding are being highlighted during 

the procedure.

In previous Climate Change Conferences nations have failed to complete 

the agreement. Even if most of these countries have ratified the treaty with 

new solutions and goals, there has not been a significant change. New 

commitments,solutions must be made in the following conference.  The  first 

conference was held in 1995. From there they only established that they 

should decrease emissions. In those years the United States of America did 

not have any change, in fact it increased a little bit. In 2007 a drop happened 

and over time it has decreased from 20.51 t per capita (1995) to 16.06 t per 

capita (2019). Another example is the United Kingdom, from 9.78 t per capita 

(1995) to 5.82 t per capita (2017).
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China is one of the countries that emits the most harmful gases per 

capita. We have seen an increase, from 2.82 t per capita (1995) to 6.86 t per 

capita      (2017). Other countries have decreased their CO2 emissions by 

very little while some increased despite the agreements and commitments in 

several treaties. 
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Committee Focus

“The COP26 summit will bring parties together to accelerate action 

towards the goals of the Paris Agreement and the UN Framework 

Convention on Climate Change.”

Nations must reach an agreement. Therefore, nations must 

commit to action and the prioritization of environmental sustainability in 

order to help increase the climate ambition, build resilience, and work in 

lowering emissions. While the Convention encourages industrialized 

countries (Annex I) to stabilize Greenhouse Gas emissions, the Protocol 

must proceed with its role of committing them to do so.
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Additionally, the committee must try to make all countries sign the 

treaty in order to achieve the main goal of the UNFCCC where developed 

countries would help undeveloped or developing countries. 

The Paris Agreement has eight guiding principles for its 

framework which are shown below:

1. Building on and enhancing the transparency arrangements under the 

Convention

a. Recognizing the special circumstances of the LDCs and 

SIDS

b. Implementing the transparency framework in facilitative, 

non-intrusive, non-punitive manner, respecting national 

sovereignty and avoiding placing undue burden on Parties

2. Importance of facilitating improved reporting and transparency over time

3. Providing flexibility to those developing country Parties (need it in the 

light of their capacities)
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4. Promoting transparency, accuracy, completeness, consistency, and 

comparability

5. Avoiding duplication of work and undue burden on Parties and the 

secretarias

6. Ensuring that Parties maintain at least the frequency and quality of 

reporting in accordance with their respective obligations (under the 

Convention)

7. Ensuring that double counting is avoided

8. Ensuring environmental integrity

The committee must have in point also about who, when, and how are 

developing countries going to deliver their pledge to the developing 

countries as Ms. Espinosa urged, “COP26 also provides an opportunity for 

developed nations to deliver their pledge to jointly mobilize $100 billion 

annually to developing nations. That commitment has not yet been met, 

resulting in a significant lack of trust amongst Parties. Developing countries 

need the support for their climate actions that they have been promised.”
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Perspectives

UNFCCC has 197 countries ratified with the agreement with the 

objective to “stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at 

a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the 

climate system, prevent human damage, and interference with the climate 

system.”

After signing and recently ratifying the treaty, the countries 

participating stated their new goals with the structure where industrialized 

countries are expected to (Annex I) lead diverse solutions and support 

undeveloped countries. The delegation of the United Kingdom committed 

to reduce at least 68% of their greenhouse gas emissions by 2030. China 

stated that they will decrease 60% to 65% of CO2 per GDP by 2030 and 

India committed to reduce 33% to 35% of greenhouse gas emissions per 

GDP by 2030. These countries have encouraged its people to start making 

small changes in their day to day activities to start making this goal seem 

more realistic. Some countries are starting to make significant changes to 

their routines.
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For example, many countries have moved to using green energy while 

some started to use nuclear power. The United States of America and 

France are the top users. The United States of America has 94 nuclear 

power plants and France has 56. According to the IAEA France's amount of 

electricity that came from nuclear power is 70.6% ( highest in the world).

On the other hand, some nations have chosen to withdraw and some 

have not ratified their compromise yet because of diverse reasons such as 

political, economical, and social problems. For instance, Afghanistan, 

Southern Sudan, Taiwan, and The United States have not signed 1997’s 

Global Climate Treaty (Kyoto Protocol). For example, Southern Sudan has 

existed for about a decade meaning that signing the 1997 climate accord is 

understandable. Taiwan and Afghanistan are suffering political and 

economical issues making their position not able to collaborate with 

UNFCCC. Furthermore, The United States of America withdrew under the 

Presidency of Donald Trump but when Joe Biden became president he 

quickly rejoined the agreement.
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Turkey is the only country in the G20 that has not ratified the deal. 

The 7 countries that have not ratified produce 4% of the world’s 

greenhouse gas emissions. All of these situations have prevented cities 

and overall people from truly focusing on this issue. 

Additionally, six members of the committee have not ratified the Paris 

agreement but the three major emitting countries are Iran, Turkey, and 

Iraq. Turkey has relied more on fossil fuels such as coal in order to keep 

up with the development of energy demands (emissions increased 135.4% 

(year 1996 until 2016)), however they stated to reduce the growth of the 

emissions by 21% by 2030 (projected levels without economic restraints). 

And Iran being a main producer of natural gas exporter and oil accounting 

for around 77% of Iran’s energy sector of its total emissions. Same as 

Turkey, Iran has stated to reduce its emissions by 4% by 2030.
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Participation List
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1. Argentina

2. Australia

3. Brazil

4. Canada

5. China

6. France

7. Germany

8. Guatemala

9. India

10. Italy

11. Japan

12. Mexico

13. Morocco

14. Portugal

15. Republic of Korea

16. Russian Federation

17.   Senegal

18.   South Sudan

19.   Spain

20.   Thailand

21.   Turkey

22.   United Kingdom

23.   United States of America
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Key Terms

➢ The Conference of the Parties (COP): “supreme body” of the 

Convention - highest decision-making authority -

➢ The meeting of the Parties (CMP): Parties to the Convention that 

are not Parties to the Protocol are able to participate in the CMP as 

observers - without making decisions -

➢ Adaptations benefits: The avoided damage costs other accrued 

benefits following the adoption and implementation of adaptation 

measures.

➢ Adaptation costs: Costs of planning, preparing for, facilitating and 

implementing an adaptation measure

➢ Climate Change: Any change in the climate (over time), whether is 

due to natural variability or consequence of a human activity

➢ EITs: Economies in transition

➢ OECD: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

➢ LDCs: Least-developed countries
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Key Terms

➢ SIDS: Small Island Developing States

➢ NDCs: Nationally determined contributions

➢ Annex I: Parties classified as industrialized or developed countries 

and EITs

➢ Annex II: Parties made up of members of the OECD. They are 

required to provide technical or financial support to the EITs and 

industrialized/developed countries

➢ Annex B: Parties under the Kyoto Protocol with greenhouse gas 

emissions targets

➢ Non-Annex I: Parties that have mostly a low-income developing 

countries
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