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Debate Policies

The overall quality of Union & Peace debates relies on the preparation of the staff 

members of Union & Peace as well as the preparation and behavior of delegates 

during and after sessions. It is critical for delegates participating in Union & Peace 

to follow the policies and parliamentary procedures set forth by the Secretariat as 

well as the following guidelines. 

Position paper

All delegates are required to submit a copy of their position paper, either through 

mail or directly to their Chair during registration. Delegates wishing to submit their 

position paper must follow requirements of submission found in the position paper 

guide in our website. Delegates who do not submit a position paper to the Chair 

or through mail are not eligible for an award. The position paper is a criteria for 

awards, so it is recommended that all delegates prepare a well-written position 

paper. 

Parliamentary Procedure 

During debate, delegates are required to follow the parliamentary procedure set 

forth by Union & Peace. 

Technology

The use of technology is prohibited at all times during debates except during 

unmoderated debates. During unmoderated debates, delegates may use their 

laptops and tablets for writing working papers. Delegates may use technology 

during a time other than an unmoderated debate as indicated by the chair. 
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Committee Background

The United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime UNODC was founded 

in 1997.  For the past two decades now, this committee has helped to 

make the world safer from drugs, organized crime, corruption, and 

terrorism. The committee's main goal is to achieve health security and 

justice for all, they plan on achieving this by tackling these threats and also 

promoting peace and sustainable well-being as deterrents to them.

The UNODC’s work is based around five normative areas of activity; 

the first one being Countering Terrorism, by helping Member States 

implement the 19 international legal intruments against terrorism and 

enhace their policy and legislative responses. By helping states to 

cooperate with one another, and this would help increase or implement 

terrorism prevention measures. By enhacing the provision of juvenile 

justice, effective prison management and rehab, and social reintegration to 

prevent terrorism. 
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The second one being Supporting Member States in implementing a 

balanced comprehensive and evidence-based approach to the world drug 

problem that addresses both supply and demand, by helping Member 

States implement the three major international drug control treaties and 

develop policies consistent with them. By implementing drug use 

prevention strategies. By supporting drug dependence treatment, 

rehabilitation and support. “And by ensuring access to controlled 

substances for medical purposes. The third one being “Strengthening crime 

prevention and building effective Criminal Justice Systems'', by boosting 

the rule of law and reinforcing human rights through implementing the 

United Nations standards and norms in crime prevention and criminal 

justice. Also by helping reform criminal justice structures and prisons 

through field-oriented technical cooperation, and supporting UN standards 

promoting comprehensive crime prevention strategies and effective, fair 

and humane criminal justice systems, with a focus on specific challenges 

such as violence against women and children”(About UNODC, n.d.).
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The fourth being Tackling Corruption and its catastrophic impact on 

societies, by enhancing international cooperation in extradition and mutual 

legal assistance. By helping states recover assets stolen by corrupt 

officials. By promoting good governance, transparency and integrity. And by 

enhancing States’ anti-corruption capacities through technical cooperation 

projects. “And the fifth being Strengthening Member States’ capacities to 

confront threats from transnational organized crime, by promoting 

evidence-based policies to counter transnational organised crime and 

disseminating good practices. By collecting and disseminating data, 

disaggregated by sex, for policy analysis”(About UNODC, n.d.). By helping 

fight trafficking of illicit drugs, weapons, counterfeit goods, cultural property, 

humans, wildlife and other natural resources through field-oriented projects 

and programmes.
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Topic Background

PREVENTION: Every year UNODC is able to promote drug use 

prevention in many countries around the world, this is thanks to the work 

and donation of the Drug Abuse Prevention Center (DAPS), they mobilize 

communities and raise funds that they donate to UNODC in order for them 

to support youth-centered activities to prevent drug use in low and 

middle-income countries. The aim is to empower youth to take more active 

roles in supporting the health and wellbeing of their peers, this is why, 

since 2012 every year the UNODC has been awarding small grants to 

youth organizations working in low and middle-income countries; with 

these grants, young people and youth organizations have successfully 

implemented prevention and awareness-raising activities in their 

communities and schools (of course, guided by the UNODC).

“Millions of people around the world suffer from drug use disorders 

but only one in eight receive treatment. Drug dependence is considered a 

multi-factorial health disorder that often follows the course of a relapsing 

and remitting chronic disease,
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and according to the 2020 world drug report, over 35.6 million people who 

use drugs are estimated to suffer dorm drug use disorders. Opioids 

account for approximately two-thirds of drug related deaths. The 

magnitude of the suffering caused by drug use is underlined by 

approximately 42 million “healthy” lives lost as a result of these drugs.” 

(About UNODC, n.d.)

General History

In 1806 the german chemist Friedrich Wilhelm Adam Serturner isolated 

a substance from opium. He named it “morphine” (after the god of dreams, 

Morpheus). Morphine soon became the main drug for treating pain, anxiety, 

and respiration problems. Morphine is also known as a widespread 

painkiller. Morphine was very commonly used in the American Civil War. In 

1853, the hypodermic needle was invented, which allowed surgeons to 

administer morphine in minor surgical procedures to treat neuralgia. This 

gave rise to the medicalization of opioids. Heroine, a very common street 

drug today, was synthesized as a derivative of morphine in 1898.
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Bayer (German pharmaceutical company offered groin as a cough 

suppressant.  It was commercialized as a “non-addictive” substitute for 

morphine (both morphine and heroin are addictive). By the end of the 19th 

century the US was focused on ending the non-medical use of opium. In 1909, 

the United States Congress passed the Opium Exclusion Act, prohibiting the 

importation of opium for the purposes of smoking it. This legislation could be 

considered the official start of the war on drugs the US government still has 

today. Later, in 1914, the Harrison Narcotics Tax Act was passed. Which put a 

nominal tax on opiates and stated that doctores, physicians and pharmacists 

were the only ones who could distribute opium. The Heroin Act of 1924, 

managed to virtually stop the sale of heroin. Although mixed views on 

addiction and opiates existed in the medical community. Then, in 1938, the US 

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) was given power to oversee the safety of 

food, drugs and cosmetics. They basically oversaw that commercial products 

could not be harmful to the population. Morphine and oxycodone were still 

allowed to be prescribed. Oxycodone became widely available when it was 

approved by the FDA in 1950.
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It began being sold as Percodan (a mix between oxycodone and 

aspirin). As early as the 1960s, abuse of prescription opioids containing 

oxycodone became a major problem for the US. Because of this, the 

smuggling of illegal heroin rose dramatically, most of it came from Vietnam 

during the Vietnam War. The Controlled Substance Act passed in 1970. 

Which began to consolidate all of the regulated prescription narcotic/opioid 

drugs under existing federal law. In the 1980s, the US was characterized by 

“opiophobia” -a fear of prescribing opiates and other opioids-. President 

Reagan encouraged Americans to join the “national crusade” to not tolerate 

drugs by anyone, anytime, anyplace. And yet the last two decades of the 

20th century saw a significant increase in opioid use for all types of pain. In 

the 1990s, time-release opioids hit the market. A massive shock was felt in 

the 2000s when Purdue (American pharma company) advertised their 

controlled-release opioid Oxycontin -described as “safe” for chronic pain-. 

Purdue advertised Oxycontin as a non-addictive drug because the drug was 

designed to be released with the body over a 12 hour period.
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However people would continue getting high with this drug as they 

crushed or dissolved these time-release pills. Prescription drug abuse is an 

increasing problem across the world today. Although the problem may seem 

a rather modern one, it is actually a problem we have been living ever since 

opioid prescription hit the international market. Opioids are normally 

prescribed for the relief of acute and chronic pains (also known as “pain 

killers''). Which are later on taken on the terms of opioid abuse. Which in 

term renders the body's systems null and ineffective. Opioid abuse is a 

consistent public health problem in the United States. As in most of the 

world. Prescription drugs are obtained very easily. In a study, an estimated 

10% of Americans report prescription drugs as their drug of choice of abuse 

(marihuana, cocaine, meth, heroine, etc.). In the chase of patients with 

chronic pain who are interned in clinics across the US. Around 24% of 

patients are reported to have abused prescription drugs. Given the 

increased use and abuse of these drugs, prescribed opioids have become 

the number 1 cause of poisoning deaths in the US.
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Committee Focus

Even though our committee (UNODC) is responsible for both drugs 

and crime, the committee will only be focusing on drugs, due to our topic 

which is Regulating Take-Home Opioid Prescription doses. As mentioned 

above, the UNODC work is based around five normative areas of activity, 

we will only be focusing on one or two of those normative areas of activity, 

Supporting Member States in implementing a balanced comprehensive 

and evidence-based approach to the world drug problem that addresses 

both supply and demand, AND Tackling Corruption and its catastrophic 

impact on societies. These two are fully explained on point number one. 

What our committee is invested in is to find solutions and to understand 

the magnitude of this problem, to find ways to solve this situation and to 

honor the United Nations.
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Perspectives

● Agree:

Countries that are aware of the effects the abuse of take home opioid 

drugs has on people. And those that are attempting to lower the amount of 

drug abuse within their country through legal practices and the 2030 

Agenda (those that are in connection with the UN at least). To disagree 

means to set a goal against the abuse of take home prescription drugs. 

Which most are opium based. Those that disagree against this will 

demonstrate how to legally combat the increase of these drugs through 

better administration of prescription drugs, increase awareness and 

combat pharmaceutical companies that sell these drugs. It will also be 

needed to make points on rehabilitation procedures for those addicted. 

People need help once they are already addicted. It is key when 

disagreeing to focus on a systematic approach a country can take to lower 

the risk of prescription drugs addiction and overdose within the country's 

pharmaceutical system through regulation. 
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● Disagree:

These would be countries that gain profit from selling take-home opioid 

prescription drugs. Long drug usage gives a huge profit margin to 

companies and countries that produce opium (Afghanistan for example). 

Those that agree with the statement of inquiry will defend that they can sell 

any type of legal opium drugs to the public. As it is still considered a legal 

drug, and the opium acquisition from these third world countries is legal. As 

well as argue about the possibility of not taking responsibility for the effects 

these drugs have on society once they leave the pharmacy. Mention the 

open economy and legality of prescription drugs. This moves countries' 

economies in exports and imports. Thus the main goal of the sides that 

disagree, is proving how important the money involved in this trade is. Once 

again backing themselves by the legality of the sale of these drugs within 

the economic and legal system of the nation. Not to mention those countries 

that need the exports of their produced opium such as Afghanistan and Iran, 

who produce most of the world's opium and profit from it.
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1. Afghanistan

2. Australia

3. Austria

4. Chile

5. China

6. Costa Rica

7. Czech Republic

8. Egypt

9. France

10. India

11. Iran

12. Israel

13. Italy

14. Japan

15. Mexico

16. Myanmar

17. New Zealand

18.   Nigeria

19.   Pakistan

20.   Russia

21.   Serbia

22.   South Korea

23.   United Kingdom

24.   United States of America

25.   Vietnam
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Key Terms

➢ Health security: This is defined as the required activities (proactive 

and reactive) used to minimize the impact and the danger of acute 

public health events that might endanger a person’s health.

➢ Drug use prevention: defined as substance abuse prevention, it is 

the process that attempts to prevent the onset of substance use and 

that also limits the development of several problems that are 

associated with using drugs.

➢ Drug use disorders: might also be known as drug addiction, it is a 

disease that affects the brain and behavior of a person, it leads to an 

inability to control the use of drug medication whether it’s legal or 

illegal.

➢ Treatment: It is defined by the Cambridge dictionary as the process 

of putting a special substance on something or putting it through a 

special process in order to change its condition. in research from 

Cambridge Dictionary (2021)
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Key Terms

➢ Chronic disease: Conditions that last a long period of time, of at 

least 1 year, and that require ongoing medical assistance and 

attention and/or limited activities of daily living

➢ Opioids: defined by the national cancer institute as a substance that 

is used to treat moderate to severe pain.

➢ Addiction: It is a biopsychosocial disorder characterized by a 

repeated use of a substance or repetitive engagement in a behavior. 

“A compulsive, chronic physiological or psychological need for a 

habit-forming substance, behavior or activity having harmful physical 

psychological or social consequences” (Addiction, n.d.)

➢ Regulation: “An official rule or the act of controlling something” 

(Cambridge Dictionary, 2021)
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