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Debate Policies

The overall quality of Union & Peace debates relies on the preparation of the staff 

members of Union & Peace as well as the preparation and behavior of delegates 

during and after sessions. It is critical for delegates participating in Union & Peace 

to follow the policies and parliamentary procedures set forth by the Secretariat as 

well as the following guidelines. 

Position paper

All delegates are required to submit a copy of their position paper, either through 

mail or directly to their Chair during registration. Delegates wishing to submit their 

position paper must follow requirements of submission found in the position paper 

guide in our website. Delegates who do not submit a position paper to the Chair 

or through mail are not eligible for an award. The position paper is a criteria for 

awards, so it is recommended that all delegates prepare a well-written position 

paper. 

Parliamentary Procedure 

During debate, delegates are required to follow the parliamentary procedure set 

forth by Union & Peace. 

Technology

The use of technology is prohibited at all times during debates except during 

unmoderated debates. During unmoderated debates, delegates may use their 

laptops and tablets for writing working papers. Delegates may use technology 

during a time other than an unmoderated debate as indicated by the chair. 
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Committee Background

The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), is one of the six main 

organs of the United Nations, dedicated to uniting people towards issues 

and promotes a collective action for sustainability in the economic, social, 

humanitarian, and cultural aspects of the organization. ECOSOC is a 

committee where decisions are made internationally and in a majority 

manner. It is the largest of the six major UN organs. It was part of the 1945 

UN Charter and has 54 members. The General Assembly elects member 

countries for three-year terms. Four out of the five permanent members of 

the Security Council have been constantly reelected in virtue of them 

funding most of the body’s budget. 

As the ECOSOC works for economic and social development, it 

ensures the United Nations with an accordingly developed system in an 

intercontinental manner. It is now operating an additional pilar to the 

system which is the environmental development to reach sustainable 

development. It focuses on the progress of each one of the established 

standards to reach a higher level in each one of the meetings. 
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Topic Background

The OECD stands for Organization for Economic Cooperation and 

Development. OECD, developed the Global Forum on Transparency and 

Exchange of Information which set standards of transparency that are 

considered the international norm for tax cooperation. They are the main 

attack against uncooperative tax havens. People who wish to escape high 

taxes in their country of residence, seek tax havens to pay lower taxes in 

foreign countries. While there is no specific or official definition for tax 

havens, it is likely that one may have some of the following characteristics: 

Tax havens don't have substantial activities of the tax payer in that 

jurisdiction. There is no transparency in legislative, legal, or administrative 

operations, and financial information is hidden from tax inspectors and 

authorities. 

White list jurisdictions are those that have implemented the 

international tax standard and have been cleared by the OECD as not tax 

havens. 
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Grey list jurisdictions are those that are committed to the 

internationally agreed tax standard but have not fully implemented it. This 

may mean that they might meet some of the previously mentioned criteria 

to identify a tax haven. Black list jurisdictions are those who are not 

committed and have not applied the internationally agreed tax standard. 

The main problem with these terms is that they can put countries in very 

vulnerable positions given the fact that being black or even grey listed, 

may mean weakening several international relations between countries 

(loss of trust because of lack of exchange of information and tax 

transparency). It is important that every country is deeply investigated and 

accurately assessed to avoid having a negative impact on the country's 

economy or policies because of lost international relations. 

50 of the biggest U.S. companies have $1.6 trillion dollars offshore in tax 

havens. Apple, Nike, Goldman Sachs, Microsoft, Pfizer, Walmart, and 

many others do the same.
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General History

The OECD was originally founded in 1948 by Austria, Belgium, 

Denmark, Canada, and France. After 2008, there was a financial crisis and 

several tax evasion scandals. They hosted the World forum on transparency 

and exchange of information with the purpose of generalizing automatic and 

on request economic transparency. 

Nowadays, it has 37 member countries. The secretary-general, Angel 

Gurría, describes the organization’s purpose as shaping policies by 

international and inclusive cooperation, for an interconnected world. 

The Queen of Jordan has expressed her admiration for the 

organization saying it offers “top-notch analysis and policy advice”.

In 2000, a report was issued stating that the OECD had identified 

certain jurisdictions as tax havens as they met the criteria it had established 

to assess and mark them. From 2000 to April 2002, 31 jurisdictions 

committed to the OECD’s standards of transparency and exchange of 

information. Meanwhile, seven did not. 
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The Committee on Fiscal Affairs marked them as uncooperative tax 

havens. All of these jurisdictions subsequently made commitments and were 

removed from the list of uncooperative tax havens. Nauru and Vanuatu made 

their commitments in 2003 and Liberia and the Marshall Islands in 2007. 

In May 2009, Andorra, the Principality of Liechtenstein, and the 

Principality of Monaco were removed from the black list, after they committed 

to implementing the OECD standards. Therefore, the Committee on Fiscal 

Affairs has no jurisdiction listed as uncooperative tax havens.
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Committee Focus

The objective of ECOSOC is to get to an agreement on whether the 

measures implemented of classifying countries should continue or not. As 

mentioned previously, ECOSOC will discuss the effect of tax transparency 

in a country's political, economical, and social aspects. 
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In addition to assessing a country's transparency, it will categorize 

(revise existent labels) said countries as white, grey or black listed.

White list being a country that is consistent with the internationally 

agreed tax standard, grey list being a country that has agreed but not 

implemented it [international tax standard], and black lists being those who 

have neither agreed to or implemented it. Finally, the committee will 

conclude if tax transparency is compatible with sustainable development.
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Perspectives

● Pro tax transparency: 

Agreeing to use the OECD’s statistics of economic growth after bank 

secrecy is eradicated as well as the measures to help implement the 

standard. Make emphasis on the automatic exchange of financial 

account information of more than 100 jurisdictions. Argue about the 

impact that bilateral exchange relationships have had in the reduction 

of offshore tax evasion. Make a further inquiry on the 107 billion 

Euros of additional revenue that these measures have created.

● Tax Havens: 

Against tax transparency because it may cause weakness of the 

vulnerable parties because their financial status being revealed will 

decrease investment. Global relationships could be altered. Tax 

havens benefit from the rich because they invest in smaller 

percentages than in their own country, but the earnings go to their 

country.
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Participation List
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1. Angola

2. Argentina

3. Armenia

4. Australia

5. Canada

6. China

7. Colombia

8. Egypt

9. Finnland

10. France

11. Germany

12. Guatemala

13. Indonesia

14. Jamaica

15. Kenya

16. Luxembourg

17. Mexico

18.   Montenegro

19.   Netherlands

20.   Nicaragua

21.   Norway

22.   Panama

23.   Portugal

24.   Republic of Korea

25.   Russian Federation

26.   Saudi Arabia

27.   Switzerland

28.   Thailand

29.   United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland

30.   United States of America
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Key Terms

➢ ECOSOC: Economic and Social Council of the United Nations

➢ OECD: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development

➢ White list: A country on the white list meets the international tax 

transparency standard

➢ Grey list: A country committed to the tax standard but have not 

applied it yet

➢ Black list: A country not committed or in use of the international tax 

standard

➢ Tax havens: Countries with low to no tax rates and often offering 

foreign investment privacy policies

➢ Tax inspectors: People who investigate tax frauds and ensure that 

taxes are paid correctly

➢ Internationally agreed tax standards

○ EOIR: exchange of information on request 

○ AEOI: automatic exchange of information (especially of financial 

accounts)
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