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Debate Policies

The overall quality of Union & Peace debates relies on the preparation of the staff 

members of Union & Peace as well as the preparation and behavior of delegates 

during and after sessions. It is critical for delegates participating in Union & Peace 

to follow the policies and parliamentary procedures set forth by the Secretariat as 

well as the following guidelines. 

Position paper

All delegates are required to submit a copy of their position paper, either through 

mail or directly to their Chair during registration. Delegates wishing to submit their 

position paper must follow requirements of submission found in the position paper 

guide in our website. Delegates who do not submit a position paper to the Chair 

or through mail are not eligible for an award. The position paper is a criteria for 

awards, so it is recommended that all delegates prepare a well-written position 

paper. 

Parliamentary Procedure 

During debate, delegates are required to follow the parliamentary procedure set 

forth by Union & Peace. 

Technology

The use of technology is prohibited at all times during debates except during 

unmoderated debates. During unmoderated debates, delegates may use their 

laptops and tablets for writing working papers. Delegates may use technology 

during a time other than an unmoderated debate as indicated by the chair. 
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Committee Background

The United Nations General Assembly is a central organ of the 

United Nations which is composed of all the 193 members of the United 

Nations. Established under the Charter of the United Nations in 1945, the 

committee is responsible for deliberative policymaking and for 

representative aspects. In the General Assembly, each of the 193 

members have a vote which allows for a multilateral and inclusive 

discussion. The General Assembly considers current international issues of 

critical importance, including peace and security, which are discussed in 

debates organized by the President of the General Assembly in 

consultation with other members that occur annually. 

The Assembly may consider reports from other United Nation organs 

such as the Security Council and is able to elect non-permanent members 

of the Security Council. While the General Assembly may discuss and 

make recommendations on any topic relating to international peace and 

security, they cannot discuss any matters that are currently being 

discussed by the Security Council.
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Though according to its “Uniting for peace” resolution of 3 November 

1950, in any case of a threat or breach of peace and the Security Council 

has failed, the General Assembly can take action and make 

recommendations to restore peace and security. 

Additionally, the General Assembly has many subsidiary organs that 

study and report on specific issues such as the Special Committee on 

Peacekeeping Operations which monitors the UN Peacekeeping. The 

General Assembly considers and approves the United Nations budget and 

manages the internal UN appointments. The Assembly also plays a 

significant role in making recommendations to promote international 

collaboration and political cooperation to reach goals directed at various 

fields including economic, industrial, social, humanitarian, legal, and 

environmental.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Su Yeon Lim

Isabel Buitron



4

Topic Background

Technological development and growth has changed rapidly in the 

recent decades and it is projected to continue changing in the following 

years. Areas of rapid technological change include, but are not limited to 

artificial intelligence, augmented reality, machine learning, industrial and 

social robotics, big data, biotechnology, nanotechnology, 3D printing, 

renewable energy technologies, satellites, and drones. Technology has 

affected various areas of the world such as social, economic, and 

environmental development. These new technological changes have also 

brought significant changes to the 17 Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) that the General Assembly adopted. 

While rapid technological progress is able to accelerate progress in 

the SDGs with innovations for the world’s development, the way these 

technologies are adopted, adapted, and implemented in social, economic, 

political, industrial, and environmental settings can also lead to a setback of 

the SDGs.
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Moreover, developing countries are not engaged in technological 

change as developed countries with people in developing countries lacking 

access and opportunity to the use of technology. There is a risk rapid 

technological change may widen the gap between developing and 

developed nations where some people are not able to keep up with 

technology and innovation. Additionally, technology has widened the 

gender gap that exists in science and technology.

Rapid technological progress has also affected employment as it has 

declined the availability of lower skilled jobs with the increasing automation 

of production processes. It has also arisen the issues of privacy, data 

ownership, and online security from technologies like Big Data and the 

Internet of Things and the use and access of data collection. This includes 

the potential risks of commercial and government entities having access to 

personal data.
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General History

On January 1, 2016, the General Assembly first adopted the 2030 

Sustainable Development Goals with the mission to create a more sustainable 

world in all countries. This plan, to be executed during the 2020 ~ 2030 time 

period, relies on technological advancements in a Fourth Industrial Revolution. 

Although technology does not lead to a direct path to sustainability, it is a tool 

with great potential: its ability to monitor and transform data is of significance 

to the medical, agricultural, economic, and other fields.

During the post-WWII era, developing countries were in a place 

where they could reach the category of high-income countries with a global 

reconstruction. Consequently, access and initiatives for technological 

development rapidly spread to various developing countries which are now 

developed, such as Sweden, Finland, and South Korea. The role of 

developing countries is to bridge the development divide between developed 

and developing countries to further implement the SDGs without impediments.
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Technology allows for access to clean resources, good healthcare, 

quality education, social and data transparency, reduced inequalities, and 

other key elements. For instance, since the early 1960s, a green revolution 

has facilitated the rapid transfer and adoption of new technology in the 

agricultural sector, although it occurred with uneven adoptions across 

countries and regions.

Currently, technology occupies an instrumental part of both 

developed and developing countries, though more prominent in developed 

ones. Investments in Research and Development (R&D) have increased to 

$2.2 trillion in 2017 compared to $741 billion in 2000 and $1.4 trillion in 2010. 

$145 billion dollars have been invested to healthcare startups (SDG number 3) 

and $14 billion dollars to agritech, a promising field.  It is expected for digital 

technology to accelerate the SDGs’ progress by 22%. Moreover, AI technology 

is expected to generate around 70% of the new value of the economy, as well 

as increase the global GDP by $15.7 billion dollars by 2030.

7

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Su Yeon Lim

Isabel Buitron



AI is promising in data management, efficient production, and 

extrapolation for better preparedness for future pandemics and other crises. 

Indeed, the COVID-19 pandemic has created unexpected challenges for the 

socio-economic aspect of society. It is one of the roles of technology to 

address issues like this for a sustainable future.

Technology has the potential to significantly advance developing 

countries; nonetheless, challenges remain. In 2019, 97% of the global 

population lived within reach of mobile cellular signal, but 87% of people in 

developing countries and only 19% in Least Developed Countries (LCDs) 

actually use the internet. Furthermore, as of 2019, 770 million people were 

living without electricity, with 75% in sub-Saharan Africa. An obstacle for many 

countries is the lack of evidence-driven planning and decision-making towards 

sustainable technologies since they can seem risky to a frail society. Thus, the 

World Bank has been supporting several countries (such as Indonesia) to 

adopt smart cities with the purpose of strengthening local data and digital 

intelligence for urban systems.
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This type of data acts as a powerful tool to model sustainability for other 

countries to adopt and manage. It is important for the committee to seek 

innovative solutions like this one to ensure sustainable development in all 

countries.
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Committee Focus

It is imperative for the committee to focus on the development of 

technologies to reach the SDGs. The main focus is to take advantage of 

technology as a tool for sustainable development in both developed and 

developing countries. After all, new technologies create equal opportunities 

for developing countries as no advantage is given, making them extremely 

apt. It is also important to note that technology is not limited to media; it 

includes AI, robots, renewable energy sources, Internet, Internet of Things 

(IoT), biotechnology (CRISPR, GMO, etc.), and much more. Proper 

education and economic support are essential for this type of 

development.
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Although it is important to acknowledge the potentials of technology- 

such as industrialization, employment, electrification, education, and 

healthcare- the committee should also focus on ensuring these benefits 

reach developing countries in a favorable manner. Technology has its own 

setbacks: negative technology can create inequalities (elated to 

accessibility); is prone to hacking, discriminatory algorithms, and unethical 

data use; can create job displacements; and overall, increased 

dependency creates a higher risk of cyberattacks (especially risky for 

private data as used by companies). In addition, the increased use of 

technology leads to increased e-waste, a large problem in developed or 

industrialized countries, which needs to be managed to maintain good 

technology. Nonetheless, technology’s benefits and potential outweigh its 

disadvantages, so it is critical to ensure it is developed enough to reach 

the SDGs in economic, social, and other aspects. It should be 

acknowledged that the focus is using and adapting technology for the 

achievement of the 17 SDGs, not improving technology on the whole.
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Perspectives

● Sweden: 

Sweden ranks first in the overall performance of the UN SDGs with a 

completion percentage of 84,72%. Currently, it has achieved several 

SDGs such as Goal 1 (no poverty), Goal 3 (good health and 

well-being), Goal 5 (gender equality), and Goal 7 (affordable and 

clean energy). As a politically and socially stable and environmentally 

rich country, Sweden lies in a favorable position for the completion of 

the Sustainable Development Goals. The Swedish Government has 

set ambitious goals to reduce its environmental footprint and 100% 

renewable energy by 2045. Sweden has invested generously in 

environmental research, and the Government has agreed to allocate 

1 percent of Sweden’s GNI to official development assistance (ODA) 

for global development. Despite these efforts, Sweden’s role remains 

to guide other countries to achieve the SDGs in the most favorable 

ways considering political, social, and environmental factors.
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● United Kingdom:

The United Kingdom ranks 13th place in the Sustainable 

Development Report by the United Nations with a performance of 

79.79%. Although it has not achieved any SDG, it is on track to 

achieving Goal 7 (affordable and clean energy), Goal 8 (decent work 

and economic growth), Goal 9 (industry, innovation and 

infrastructure), and goal 17 (partnership for the goals). The United 

Kingdom focuses on achieving the SDGs through data usage and 

manipulation; that is, it bases plans on current data in transparent 

ways. Thus, the United Kingdom uses technology to support its 

sustainable development although this needs further improvement.

● United States of America:

The United States of America ranks 31st place in the overall 

performance ranking with a progress score of 76.43%. The country 

has no SDGs achieved, and is considered to have various goals with 

significant or major challenges remaining.
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Nonetheless, it is on track to achieving Goal 6 (clean water and 

sanitation), Goal 8 (decent work and economic growth), Goal 9 

(industry, innovation and infrastructure), and Goal 11 (sustainable 

cities and communities). The United States is a global leader in IT 

and technology, putting it at an advantageous position for sustainable 

development. It is the role of the country to take advantage of this 

position and lead other countries to achieve this type of development. 

However, within the United States, it is crucial to adapt policies for 

better social, economic, political, and cultural equality and focus on 

the environmental issues that come with an industrialized society.

● China:

China ranks 48th place in the overall performance and has a 

progress score percentage of 73.89%. It has achieved Goal 1 (no 

poverty), Goal 4 (quality education), and Goal 8 (decent work and 

economic growth).
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Although China is a leading country in technology, the manufacturing 

system needs to improve for a more sustainable society and 

economy. Respectively, green growth and product quality need to 

follow this type of progress. Nonetheless, China has been successful 

with its sustainability strategy which consists of changes in the 

economic model, fuel changes, transportation development, and 

sustainable urbanization, setting a global model for other countries. 

Nonetheless, challenges in need of resolutions remain, which are 

important for China to consider.

● India:

India ranks 117th place in the overall performance with a progress 

percentage of 61.92%. Although it has achieved Goal 13 (climate 

action), major challenges remain for the completion of 10 goals. Due 

to the large economy and large population, sustainability is a 

challenge.
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Nonetheless, India has great potential for its ambitious policies and 

measures. It is important to address the challenges that come with a 

big population (such as social inequalities) and environmental 

challenges (such as air pollution). As a country with a large youth 

population, it is necessary to engage youth in sustainable practices and 

the path to achieving the SDGs through widespread methods including 

technology.
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Participation List
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Key Terms

➢ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): a set of 17 global goals 

established by the United Nations designed to bring nations together 

for the ultimate goal of worldwide sustainability and a clean future by 

the year 2030.

➢ Sustainability: the concept of meeting current human needs while 

preserving the Earth’s biosphere for the present and future. It strives 

for coexistence between the Earth at its most natural state and 

human civilization.

➢ Technology: the application of scientific knowledge for practical 

human use. Its aim is to adapt or manipulate the human state, as in 

data, environment, life, energy, food, and more.

➢ Big Data: immense sets of data. Big Data analysis can help manage 

or resolve critical global issues

➢ The Internet of Things (IoT): the network of connected smart 

devices that allows the monitoring and management of connected 

objects and machines, and the monitoring of the natural world

➢
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Key Terms

➢ Artificial Intelligence (AI): simulation of human intelligence in 

machines that among other things, allows image recognition, problem 

solving, and logical reasoning

➢ Biotechnology: field in biology that allows gene editing and 

personalized medical treatment (for example use of CRISPR and 

GMOs)

➢ Renewable energy: energy collected from renewable natural 

resources such as sunlight, wind, and waves

➢ Information technology (IT): technology (especially computers and 

telecommunications) used to store, retrieve, transmit, and send 

information 

➢ Automation: use of machines and computers to operate a system 

automatically; reducing human intervention

➢ R&D: abbreviation for research and development

➢ STI: abbreviation for science, technology, and innovation

➢ LDC: abbreviation for least developed country
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