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Debate Policies

The overall quality of Union & Peace debates relies on the preparation of the staff 

members of Union & Peace as well as the preparation and behavior of delegates 

during and after sessions. It is critical for delegates participating in Union & Peace 

to follow the policies and parliamentary procedures set forth by the Secretariat as 

well as the following guidelines. 

Position paper

All delegates are required to submit a copy of their position paper, either through 

mail or directly to their Chair during registration. Delegates wishing to submit their 

position paper must follow requirements of submission found in the position paper 

guide in our website. Delegates who do not submit a position paper to the Chair 

or through mail are not eligible for an award. The position paper is a criteria for 

awards, so it is recommended that all delegates prepare a well-written position 

paper. 

Parliamentary Procedure 

During debate, delegates are required to follow the parliamentary procedure set 

forth by Union & Peace. 

Technology

The use of technology is prohibited at all times during debates except during 

unmoderated debates. During unmoderated debates, delegates may use their 

laptops and tablets for writing working papers. Delegates may use technology 

during a time other than an unmoderated debate as indicated by the chair. 
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Committee Background

According to the UN, the Human Rights Committee is “the body of 

independent experts that monitors implementation of the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights by its State parties.” (Office of the 

High Commissioner) These regulate and monitor the bases of human 

rights all over the world. A requirement of the UN is that all States must 

make a report on a regular basis to notify the committee that the rights are 

not being violated in said country. In addition, all States must report initially 

one year after acceding to the Covenant, plus whenever the committee 

requests (usually every 4 years). 

The membership is composed of 18 individual experts with moral 

character and knowledge in the field of human rights. They are elected for 

a four-year term with a chance of being re-elected.

The purpose of this committee is to examine these reports and 

address them with recommendations to the State party. Furthermore, the 

UN promotes and encourages respect for human rights and fundamental 

freedoms for all. 
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Alongside the two Covenants, there are five further core United 

Nations human rights treaties: the International Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (1965); the Convention on 

the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (1979); the 

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment (1984); the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

(1989); and the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of 

All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (1990).

Topic Background

Conversion therapy, also known as sexual orientation change efforts 

(SOCE), refers to the multiple practices targeted to change a person’s 

sexual orientation or gender identity. A person’s gender expression can 

also be “treated”, and the objective is to make a person act more like the 

stereotype of its sex, such as more feminine or masculine.
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The most common type of conversion therapy is to turn a 

homosexual individual into a heterosexual. 

The main issues this topic has are the multiple aggressions and 

traumas the people who undergo conversion therapy can have. In some 

cases, people were psychologically and even sexually abused. Shame and 

pain were an undeniable part of the process, and The Trevor Project 

states, “Conversion therapy is strongly associated with negative mental 

health outcomes and greater rates of attempting suicide.” In addition, 

“According to The Trevor Project’s 2020 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth 

Mental Health, 10% of LGBTQ youth reported undergoing conversion 

therapy, with 78% reporting it occurred when they were under age 18. 

Youth who reported undergoing conversion therapy reported more than 

twice the rate of attempting suicide in the past year compared to those who 

did not.” (The Trevor Project, 2021)

Conversion Therapy is widely opposed by many, including medical 

associations American Medical Association, the American Psychological 

Association, and the American Academy of Pediatrics.

UNHRC
Isabella Jaramillo



General History

In 1899, a German psychiatrist named Albert von Schrenck-Notzing 

bragged to the audience of a conference about hypnosis, his results on 

turning a gay man, straight. It is said that after 45 hypnosis sessions and a 

couple of trips to a brothel, the psychiatrist was able to change the man’s 

sexual impulses. This phenomenon later impacted the birth of what is now 

known to be Conversion Therapy.

In the late 19th century, psychiatrists and doctors started to label 

same-sex orientation in medical terms, more specifically, homosexuality. 

These doctors started to look for ways to reverse it since relationships of the 

same sex were considered sinful and abnormal. The labels were treated as 

medical conditions, more specifically, as mental illnesses.

Some of the treatments were electroconvulsive therapy, which consists 

of small electrical currents going through the brain that trigger 

seizures.Others had even stronger practices, resulting in invasive surgeries. 

Lobotomies are a great example.
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This procedure consists of a neurosurgical treatment in order to treat 

mental disorders. Most of the prefrontal connections of the brain are severed.

Eugen Steinach, an innovating Austrian endocrinologist thought the root 

of homosexuality was in men’s testicles. This theory led to testicle 

transplantation - in the 1920s experiments were conducted in which gay men 

were castrated and were given “heterosexual” testicles.

Sigmund Freud hypothesized that humans are born bisexual and 

homosexual people become gay because of their conditioning. A lot of his 

colleagues didn’t agree because he didn’t perceive homosexuality as a 

disease. They rather began to use psychiatric interventions in an attempt to 

“cure”.

Robert Galbraith Heath, a New Orleans psychiatrist used brain 

stimulation by hiring prostitutes and heterosexual pornography to “change” 

gays’ sexual orientation.

Finally, others affirmed that homosexuality was a psychological disorder.
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Throughout the years, the LGBT community protested against these 

so-called treatments, but the concept was accepted by the majority of the 

medical establishment. 

Aversion therapy consisted of make LGTB disgusted with anything 

related to homosexuality in order for the patients to no longer experience 

same-sex desire. Some of the treatments were chemicals, with the finality 

of making them vomit, electrical shots in their genitalia, to cause 

pain-relation, and so forth. 

Between the 1960s and 1970s, a vocal gay rights movement 

demanded equality, which is when people started to turn their back against 

the concept of “turning” people into heterosexuality.

In 1973, APA removed homosexuality from the DSM and medical 

professionals distanced from their old techniques.
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Committee Focus

The United Nations and the Human Rights Committee are looking to 

establish a common international order that is based on evidence and facts 

to identify whether or not conversion therapy should still be used 

nowadays. 

Additionally, the UN wants to decide once in for all if this type of 

therapy does or does not intervene with the LGTB community’s human 

rights. If it does, we are looking for possible solutions in order to create an 

agreeable ban.

After taking all of the above into consideration, this committee has to 

come to the conclusion of whether or not to end Conversion Therapy and 

take the needed measures in order to support the decision.
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Perspectives

● In favour of conversion therapy: 

Conversion therapy is still legal in 30 US states. A failed attempt to 

ban SOCE for minors in Texas occurred in 2015 in the face of growing 

opposition against LGBT rights. The Texas GOP signaled the therapy as 

legitimate and efficient back in 2014 and re-affirming its latest manifesto. 

The vast majority of the agreements originate from the idea that 

homosexuality is a disorder that can be cured with an extended time of 

treatment and care. As the word therapy says it all, the action of 

conversion is taken as a process of therapy and treatment. In addition, 

they are considered a clinical issue where the progress of conversion can 

be observed with the help of studies and research.
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● In disfavour of conversion therapy:

Countries such as Germany, Mexico, Canada, Malta, and parts of 

Australia have already established a full or partial ban on therapy 

conversion. In Germany, minors (under 18 years of age), are not allowed to 

receive conversion therapy, while it is forbidden for adults in cases of 

harassment and force. About 20 or so US states have banned the practice 

altogether, although many of these do not have organizations as 

counselors. Every country that has introduced some sort of conversion 

therapy ban has covered gender identity in its definitions. 

The dissatisfaction of disagreement regarding the concept of 

conversion therapy has been brought up with the idea of it being a harmful 

practice for the accordingly directed audience.
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Participation List
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1. Albania

2. Argentina

3. Australia

4. Austria

5. Belgium

6. Brazil

7. Canada

8. Chile

9. China

10. Colombia

11. Denmark

12. Educador

13. France

14. Germany

15. Ireland

16. Malta

17. Mexico

18.   Netherlands

19.   New Zealand

20.   Puerto Rico

21.   Spain

22.   Sweden

23.   Taiwan

24.   United Kingdom

25.   United States of America
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Key Terms

➢ Human rights: Standards allowed to every human being regardless 

of race, sex, nationality, language, religion, or any other status.

➢ Committee: When a group of people is gathered for a specific 

purpose, it consists of members of a larger group

➢ Conversion therapy: Dangerous and discredited practices that are 

aimed at changing an individual’s sexual orientation or gender 

identity.

➢ LGBT: Initialism or the acronym regarding the LGBTQ+ community. 

➢ Psychological Diagnosis: A process that identifies and determines 

the nature of mental diseases or disorders.
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Key Terms

➢ Mental illness: A wide range of conditions that affect the mood, 

thinking, and behavior of an individual. 

➢ Therapy: Treatment aimed for healing, relieving, and managing a 

disorder. 

➢ Electroconvulsive therapy: The patient undergoes general 

anesthesia while small waves of current are passed through the 

brain, causing a brief seizure.
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