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Debate Policies

The overall quality of Union & Peace debates relies on the preparation of the staff 

members of Union & Peace as well as the preparation and behavior of delegates 

during and after sessions. It is critical for delegates participating in Union & Peace 

to follow the policies and parliamentary procedures set forth by the Secretariat as 

well as the following guidelines. 

Position paper

All delegates are required to submit a copy of their position paper, either through 

mail or directly to their Chair during registration. Delegates wishing to submit their 

position paper must follow requirements of submission found in the position paper 

guide in our website. Delegates who do not submit a position paper to the Chair 

or through mail are not eligible for an award. The position paper is a criteria for 

awards, so it is recommended that all delegates prepare a well-written position 

paper. 

Parliamentary Procedure 

During debate, delegates are required to follow the parliamentary procedure set 

forth by Union & Peace. 

Technology

The use of technology is prohibited at all times during debates except during 

unmoderated debates. During unmoderated debates, delegates may use their 

laptops and tablets for writing working papers. Delegates may use technology 

during a time other than an unmoderated debate as indicated by the chair. 
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Committee Background

The United Nations Security Council is among the most important UN 

organs, with primary responsibility for international peace and security. It is 

made up of 15 members who are bound by the United Nations Charter to 

obey the Council's decisions. They have the power to decide when and 

where a peacekeeping operation must be implemented and vote to 

prolong, change, or suspend the mission as they see fit. The Council is 

also in charge of deciding whether a potential threat to a nation's security 

or rights exists and urges all parties to a peaceful resolution of the matter. 

If a delegation does not comply, they may enforce penalties and even use 

force to interfere. Not only that but the Security council also decides where 

and when an UN peace operation is held. When holding a peace 

operation, they take into consideration many factors. For insistence some 

are, ceasefire where parties have committed themselves to a peace 

process for a political settlement, to see if a political goal is existent, 

precise mandant for UN operation and the safety and security of UN 

personnel with guarantees from main parties.
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The security council also establishes a peace operation by taking in 

consideration the Security Council resolution. The security council also 

decides whether the vote can extend, amend or end mission mandates as 

they see appropriate. The United Nations Charter states that the security 

council has power over, investigation of any interaction situation, 

recommendation of settlement and plans regarding, determine whether 

there is a threat of peace or a start of aggression and the action needed to 

take place. Even so the council can call members for economic measures 

to prevent or stop aggressions, as well as take military action against 

aggressions. Another function the council has is power over 

recommendations for new members and to recommend an appointment to 

the general assembly of the Secretary general to be able to elect new 

judges. Overall the UN Security council has many important and vital tasks 

that are essential..
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Topic Background

The long-simmering conflicts between the Ethiopian national 

government and the leaders of northern Tigray erupted into a military 

conflict in November 2020. Prime minister Abiy Ahmed initiated a so-called 

“law-and-order” campaign against national extremists in which they 

demanded strict criminal justice apprehensions, but the operation included 

massive interventions of National Defense Forces and even air raids. This 

amount of military force is a far cry from a national law implementation 

operation and has resulted in a humanitarian crisis and national instability. 

By the end of November, government troops had seized control over the 

country's capital and proclaimed success against the Tigray People’s 

Liberation Front (TPLF). Nonetheless, the security crisis in several parts of 

the country remains very fragile and experts worry about a possible 

long-running rebellion.

This international civil war has resulted in a massive refugee crisis 

and threatens to destabilize the nation as a whole.
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More than 60,000 Ethiopian citizens have moved to Sudan due to 

the lack of security in their homes. Additionally, more than two million 

citizens were nationally displaced and 1.3 million are in urgent need of 

help and resources. Vital infrastructure has been damaged and serious 

allegations of massacres and other war crimes inside the area have been 

released. As human rights enforcement groups evaluated the situation 

and credibility of these claims, horrible information has been discovered. 

All the parties involved in the crisis were the Ethiopian National Defence 

force, the Tigray and Amhara militias, and Eritrea troops, which intervened 

alongside troops in Tigray in mid-November, severely violating 

international human rights and armed conflict laws.

Thousands of ethnic Amharas were reportedly killed whilst fleeing 

Tigray forces in Mai-Kadra. Retaliatory strikes on Tigray refugees may 

have been carried out by the Fano, a local Amhara militia.
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Even worse, Doctors Without Borders recently reported systematic, 

deliberate attacks on Tigray's vulnerable healthcare system. These actions 

not only violate international humanitarian law, but they also obstruct 

post-conflict reconciliation, compromises stability in the region, and 

weakens US national defense goals in the Horn of Africa. United Nations 

authorities and independent experts must have complete access to the 

region to fully evaluate these violations and prevent further massacres. 

This will not be possible without a complete ceasefire agreement, and the 

United States must continue to exert sanctions on all sides to accomplish 

that goal.
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General History

The Tigray crisis is a very particular Ethiopian chaos that has been 

“boiling” for many years. The initial background is Party Leader Abiy 

Ahmed's election in April 2018 and the constitutional changes that he quickly 

implemented. He pushed for a more liberal response to activism, especially 

among the Oromo, and freed tens of thousands of political detainees. He 

negotiated peace with Eritrea in July 2018, entering a treaty that officially 

ended the war, which had been in limbo for years. Many TPLF members 

were angry about this; but more importantly, Abiy's social changes, 

anti-corruption campaign, and desire to build a more centralized political 

force all included the oppression of the TPLF, which had become the leading 

Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) since 1991. 

The EPRDF was discontinued in December 2019 and substituted by the 

Prosperity Party, which the TPLF refused to join. Their political path had now 

come to an end. Any effort to comprehend, let alone fix, the current situation 

must include a look into the region's past.
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The TPLF was founded in the western plains of Tigray in February 1975, 

as one of several rebel movements formed in the aftermath of Emperor Haile 

Selassie's overthrow. In the following years, Addis Ababa's new military 

government — the Marxist and dictatorial Derg regime solidified and strove to 

destroy all forms of resistance. The Derg was accountable for tens of 

thousands of deaths, but it failed to put down the various insurgencies. In the 

1980s, the TPLF became one of the most powerful and active regional 

liberation fronts. By the late 1980s, the TPLF had fought the Derg forces in a 

number of battles and had established itself as the most powerful member of 

the EPRDF, the guerrilla alliance that overthrew the Derg in 1991.The TPLF, 

however, was not only a product of revolutionary politics in the 1970s and 

1980s. Throughout imperial Ethiopia, the TPLF and the ethno-nationalism that 

fueled it were the result of decades of oppression and poverty. Although 

Tigrayan nationalism was expressed by a new generation, it worked in the 

shadow of the 1943 Tigrayan uprising against Haile Selassie's reign.
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Committee Focus

The Civil War that is currently ongoing in Ethiopia, can have many 

possible solutions. Overall the problem that has caused the war is Tigray not 

agreeing with the new government and parties Mr. Abiy, the prime minister 

has declared. Tigray then has been accused of attacking military bases for 

weapons and more. What needs to be done between Tigray and Mr. Abiy, 

and the government is negotiation and communication. Overall Trigray has 

not been in communication with the rest of Ethiopia and the rest of the world 

or the press. If they could manage to get in communication with Mr. Abiy and 

his parties then the attacks could stop. With Trigray communicating, instead 

of disagreeing completely with Mr. Abiy, some changes in the government 

could be made. An example of this would be merging the Tigray People's 

Liberation Front (TPLF) and the Prosperity Party. Then the two parties would 

still have power in the government. Mr. Abiy would still have to keep the 

peace intact. Either a treaty or contract between the two will be made. This 

gives a chance to Trigray having political power back along with not taking 

Mr. Abiy’s form of government away.
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Peace should be a big priority, so a treaty can also go a long way 

within the two political parties. Not only that but the military and Defense 

Forces will be stopped by both parties. Only this way will the fighting stop. 

Still, other problems will need to be solved for people who have been 

affected. This can be done in many ways as well. First food can be donated 

by many charities. As well as clothes and other goods and hygiene 

necessities will be distributed to all who have been affected. First, the 

needs will be given to the people who need it most, those suffering from 

hunger, the elderly, and weak small children. Overall what needs to be 

done so that both parties are happy is a new form of agreement or a 

merging of the parties. A contract can be made, stating exactly how much 

power and necessities TriGray wants and needs while also agreeing with 

the peace and government Mr. Abiy has made. This way Mr. Abiy and the 

TPLF can stop sending the military to attack and the citizens will be on a 

road to recovery.
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Perspectives

Since emerging triumphant from a violent civil war in 1991, the Ethiopian 

People's Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) had dominated the nation 

for nearly three decades. The Tigrayan-led regime prevailed over fast 

economic development, but it endured popular discontent over human rights 

violations, corruption, and injustice after decades of office. Abiy Ahmed, a 

recent convert from Oromo, was chosen as the nation's president in 2018. 

He was seen as a peacekeeper for his efforts to achieve international 

cooperation, but citizens back in Ethiopia weren’t as enthusiastic. Abiy had 

vowed to strengthen the EPRDF, but in mid-2019, he established the 

Prosperity Party (PP), which aims to downplay ethnic groups' roles in the 

interest of reconciliation. This change was rejected by the Tigray People's 

Liberation Front, which saw this as Abiy's effort to assert federal authority at 

the cost of national and ethnic sovereignty. In a letter, Tsega Etefa, a history 

professor and Latin American researcher at Colgate University, wrote, "At the 

root of the war in Tigray is this ideological difference between the TPLF and 

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed for the future of the region" (Kirby, J, 2021).
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“Now that he was officially in charge, he started gradually confronting 

Tigrayans and accusing them of all that had gone wrong,  dismissing the 

growing criticism of him,” Harry Verhoeven at Oxford University said. 

Experts observed that language like this blurred the boundaries between 

the TPLF government — who had received justified criticism following 

decades of office — and the Tigrayan community. Hostilities continued into 

2020, which was expected to be an election year, until Abiy delayed voting 

with Parliament's consent, blaming the coronavirus pandemic. Abiy's 

opponents, such as those in the TPLF, blamed him for a political grab that 

was anti-democratic. In a show of defiance, the Tigray area held an 

election in September. Those polls were declared unconstitutional by 

Abiy's regime. Ethiopia's Congress then agreed to slash funding to the 

Tigrayan regional government, which the TPLF said was illegal and 

"tantamount to declaring war." The TPLF prevented an Ethiopian officer 

from taking up a position in Tigray in October. Abiy charged the TPLF of 

targeting its military base only a few days later. 
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As Ethiopian forces stormed Tigray he proclaimed a six-month 

national emergency. Abiy said, "The last red line had been crossed." The 

country's internet outage, along with conflicting reports from government 

and Tigray authorities, made it difficult to properly account for the crisis.
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Participation List
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1. Australia

2. Egypt

3. Eritrea

4. Ethiopia

5. France

6. Germany

7. India

8. Israel

9. Jorgan

10. Kenya

11. Lebanon

12. Russia

13. Rwanda

14. Saudi Arabia

15. Somalia

16. South Korea

17.   Sudan

18.   Syria

19.   Tanzania

20.   Turkey

21.   Uganda

22.   United Arab Emirates

23.   United Kingdom

24.   United States of America
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Key Terms

➢ Humanitarian crisis: A single event or a series of incidents that pose 

a risk to a public's or broad group's health, protection, or well-being. 

This may be a foreign or domestic dispute, and it typically takes place 

over a wide area of land.

➢ Tigray’s People Liberation Front: A highly armored ethnic 

nationalist movement, political group, and former Ethiopian 

authoritarian government.

➢ Extrajudicial killings: When an individual is killed by government 

officials without the approval of a court or legal procedure. 

➢ Post-conflict reconciliation: The re-establishment of friendly or 

amicable ties between two people who had previously been at odds.

➢ Sanctions: Fines or other forms of punishment used to provide 

rewards for compliance with the law or legislation and standards. 

Judicial punishments may include harsh penalties including corporal 

or capital punishment, imprisonment, or large fines.

15

SECURITY COUNCIL
Natalia Prado

Paulina Lopez



➢ Horn of Africa: An East African peninsula and its surrounding areas. 

It stretches hundreds of miles into the Gulf of Aden, Somali Ocean, 

and Guardafui Canal along the Red Sea's southernmost point.
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