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Debate Policies

The overall quality of Union & Peace debates relies on the preparation of the staff 

members of Union & Peace as well as the preparation and behavior of delegates 

during and after sessions. It is critical for delegates participating in Union & Peace 

to follow the policies and parliamentary procedures set forth by the Secretariat as 

well as the following guidelines. 

Position paper

All delegates are required to submit a copy of their position paper, either through 

mail or directly to their Chair during registration. Delegates wishing to submit their 

position paper must follow requirements of submission found in the position paper 

guide in our website. Delegates who do not submit a position paper to the Chair 

or through mail are not eligible for an award. The position paper is a criteria for 

awards, so it is recommended that all delegates prepare a well-written position 

paper. 

Parliamentary Procedure 

During debate, delegates are required to follow the parliamentary procedure set 

forth by Union & Peace. 

Technology

The use of technology is prohibited at all times during debates except during 

unmoderated debates. During unmoderated debates, delegates may use their 

laptops and tablets for writing working papers. Delegates may use technology 

during a time other than an unmoderated debate as indicated by the chair. 
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Committee Background

The Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee (SOCHUM) is the 

third committee of the United Nations. It focuses on  welfare, human rights 

of protected refugees such as children, victims of discrimination, and other 

subjects. This strong organization has the power to suggest solutions and 

propose guidelines. SOCHUM is among the most major bodies within the 

UN, as demonstrated in the vast number of issues it is designed to 

address. The Committee addresses important social development 

questions such as issues related to youth, family, aging, persons with 

disabilities, crime prevention, criminal justice, and international drug 

control. The chairperson of the assembly is Christian Braun, who also 

represents Luxemburg in the United Nations and the Security Council. The 

economic and social council, ECOSOC, serves as a subsidiary body for 

SOCHUM, and together they lead and draft resolutions on their solving 

matters.
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Topic Background

Petrostate countries are countries whose economies depend on the 

export of oil and natural gas. A constant rise and fall in the economy of 

these countries has led them into a cycle of political and economic chaos. 

One of their main characteristics is the concentration of economic and 

political power in an elite minority, which leads to unaccountable and 

corrupt governments. Petrostate countries have developed unstable 

economies due to both technological advancements and the change in the 

global oil market and their unstable weak governments. Petrostates’ 

economy and job demand can be a benefit for a small population. 

However, for bigger populations it becomes an unsustainable revenue 

stream that limits available jobs and creates a volatile economy. The 

amount of oil a country manages is also crucial for its development. More 

than 50 barrels of oil is a sustainable amount that will benefit a country's 

economy, and any number below that is threatening and dangerous for 

countries to depend on.
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For petrostates to recover from financial crises and poverty, oil 

consumption should rise, the economy should diversify, and a country 

should not depend on oil exports. Also, apart from focusing on the 

economic growth of poor petrostates, it is also important to focus on the 

failed social growth, energy security, social and political unrest, and failed 

factors of petrostates. Countries have continuously intervened in petrostate 

due to an unstable government, economy, and social unrest. For example, 

the United States of America in West Africa. West Africa was having a 

supplier crisis of oil and natural gas which developed poverty in the area 

and social unrest. The American military was sent to intervene, solve 

conflicts, and preserve oil. All said, petrostates can be very successful or 

highly prompt to poverty as we have seen in historical situations.
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General History

Petrostates include Algeria, Cameroon, Chad, Ecuador, Indonesia, 

Iran, Kazakhstan, Libya, Mexico, Nigeria,  Oman, Qatar, Russia, Saudi 

Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Venezuela. Despite the long list of 

petrostates, not all of them suffer economic instability and poverty. One of 

the many petrostate countries that deal with extreme poverty due to 

economic instability is Venezuela. The Venezuelan government is highly 

dependent on the income from fossil fuels. This makes them vulnerable to 

an unstable economy and political chaos. Petrostates’ unhealthy 

dependence on exports of natural resources and the deprived investment in 

other industrial factors is what economists call the Dutch disease, which 

petrostates are the most vulnerable for. According to the Council of Foreign 

Relations, Venezuela is known to be the archetype of a failed petrostate. Oil 

has a fundamental role in the country’s economy which has led them to an 

unstable government and frugality, and they still haven’t been able to 

stabilize.
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Another example of a petrostate is Russia. Despite the stable economy 

and government in this country, “Russia is indeed a petrostate and is very 

closely tied to the fate of energy”, according to Marchall Goldman. Even 

though petrostates can be stable and unstable due to the dependent 

economy, extreme poverty due to economic instability is a concern for the 

SOCHUM. According to Terry Karl, a political science professor at Stanford 

University stated that “Most petrostates became dependent on petroleum 

while, or immediately after, they were establishing a democracy, state 

institutions, an independent civil service and private sector, and rule of law”. 

On the other hand, an example of a successful petrostate is Saudi 

Arabia, one of the biggest influences on the global market due to its oil wealth 

and also one of the biggest world’s oil producers. Despite their wealth and 

power, they are also in constant risk of domestic instability and political 

problems. 
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Committee Focus

The objective of the committee is to reach an agreement among 

Member States which should protect those who suffer from 

petrostate-associated poverty and economic instability. The committee 

should reach a conclusion that fulfills the different values of SOCHUM, and 

the needs of victims of the predicament established. The committee should 

also focus on protecting the welfare and human rights of those suffering 

from the situation. Crucial points to discuss while reaching a solution are: 

possible economic benefits of petrostates, petrostates’ international 

relations and importance in the world, possible trade opportunities among 

member states to reach economic stability and benefits for those who 

support it, and long term effects for stable petrostates and allies. The 

committee should find long term solutions and focus on improving and 

preventing the economic crisis, high crime rates, drug related issues, 

corruption, and situations that the bad management of petrostates bring 

along.
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Other solutions should also be revised, like the investment of petrostates 

in other non-oil areas of economic growth; investment in human capital, 

education and health; investment in development of energy-efficient and 

technology; partnership between committee members to promote and invest in 

non-oil industries to secure oil markets.
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Perspectives

Regarding foreign opinions on the topic, the United State’s one hundred 

and tenth congress second session wrote a letter to members of the 

committee of foreign relations and the United States senate, where they 

expressed concerns on the petrostate-related world-wide poverty. They 

wrote: “With good governance, these resources [oil, gas, solid minerals and 

timber] can generate vast sums to foster growth and reduce poverty. 

However, many of these countries have weak governance and the revenues 

have resulted in corruption and conflict”. They also proposed a plan for the 

United States to take action on the issue, which urges the government to 

lead a financial assistance and trust fund,
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require data on payments from and to petrostates, improve revenue 

management, fight corruption, provide assistance to under-developed 

countries to implement anti-corruption measures, and the 

recommendations go on. In addition, the Congressional Debate Novice 

Director Garreth Hui stated “It is so hard to imagine how one of the world’s 

wealthiest, most natural resource rich economies can have such extreme 

poverty”.  On the other hand, Emma Ashford, a former research fellow for 

the CATO Institute, compared Saudi Arabia and Russia which are major 

players in the oil business, and poor petrostate countries like Venezuela. 

She claims that “governments are also heavily dependent on the revenues 

from oil and gas production, creating negative domestic market distortions 

and political problems”, later adding that a country's poor economic 

management within the oil market leads to a country’s slide towards default 

and popular unrest. Oil producers, or petrostates should encourage the 

investment in non-oil industries and energy efficient technology. Oil 

consumers should help petrostates and focus on trade-offs and benefits 

from investing in a petrostate’s non-oil focus.
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Participation List
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1. Algeria

2. Brunel

3. Cameroon

4. Chad

5. China

6. Ecuador

7. Equatorial Guinea

8. Germany

9. Indonesia

10. Iran

11. Japan

12. Kazakhstan

13. Libya

14. Mexico

15. Nigeria

16. Oman

17.   Qatar

18.   Republic of Congo

19.   Russia

20.   Saudi Arabia

21.   United Arab Emirates

22.   United States of America

23.   Venezuela
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Key Terms

➢ Dutch Disease: a dynamic in which a government develops an 

unhealthy dependence on natural resource exports, and other 

important industrial sectors are deprived of investment. Petrostates 

are vulnerable to this. 

➢ Petrostate: Countries whose economy depends on oil and natural 

gas. 

➢ Corruption: power positions’ dishonest behavior

➢ Poverty: a state of insufficient resources

➢ Revenue: te income of a company or organization 

➢ Endowment: income or property given to someone

➢ Trade-off: losing a quality of quantity in return for an aspect
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