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Debate Policies

The overall quality of Union & Peace debates relies on the preparation of the staff 

members of Union & Peace as well as the preparation and behavior of delegates 

during and after sessions. It is critical for delegates participating in Union & Peace 

to follow the policies and parliamentary procedures set forth by the Secretariat as 

well as the following guidelines. 

Position paper

All delegates are required to submit a copy of their position paper, either through 

mail or directly to their Chair during registration. Delegates wishing to submit their 

position paper must follow requirements of submission found in the position paper 

guide in our website. Delegates who do not submit a position paper to the Chair 

or through mail are not eligible for an award. The position paper is a criteria for 

awards, so it is recommended that all delegates prepare a well-written position 

paper. 

Parliamentary Procedure 

During debate, delegates are required to follow the parliamentary procedure set 

forth by Union & Peace. 

Technology

The use of technology is prohibited at all times during debates except during 

unmoderated debates. During unmoderated debates, delegates may use their 

laptops and tablets for writing working papers. Delegates may use technology 

during a time other than an unmoderated debate as indicated by the chair. 
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Committee Background

The World Health Organization, (WHO), is an office with the primary 

goal of directing and coordinating international health within the United 

Nations. Since its foundation in 1948, the organization has grown to have 

150 country offices that operate all around the world to help obtain different 

health objectives. The WHO works to support countries as they coordinate 

governments and partners including bilateral and multilaterals, funds and 

foundations, civil society organizations, and the private sector. With the 

core function of promoting international health through collaboration.

Some of its main focuses are in health coverage, health 

emergencies, and health and well-being.  For health coverage, they focus 

on primary health care, improve access to essential medicines and health 

products, and improve monitoring and data and information. For health 

emergencies, they prepare for emergencies by identifying, mitigating, and 

managing risks, preventing emergencies, and detecting and responding to 

health emergencies as well as delivering health services in a fragile 

setting.
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For health and well-being, they address social determinants, promote 

intersectoral approaches to health, and prioritize health in all policies and 

settings. 

The WHO has worked and is working in crises such as the Ebola 

virus crisis in Africa by preventing its further spread. They also are working 

on vaccinating 2.5 million children in South Sudan in Africa from measles. 

As well as strengthening universal health coverage in the occupied 

Palestinian territory. The WHO has worked as well with the current 

coronavirus pandemic but not in an effective way. The WHO didn't deem 

the spread of the virus as a public health emergency of international 

concern until January 30, 2020. It also did not declare the situation as a 

pandemic until March 11, 2020. The virus was already affecting the world 

rapidly but the lack of preparation and attention to the global situation 

allowed for it to spread so rapidly and be so damaging.  The situation was 

already critical when they declared it a pandemic and health emergency 

which only confirmed what was happening globally instead of preventing it.
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Topic Background

Since the very beginning, people wondered and spread rumors about 

how the Covid-19 virus came to be in the first place. WHO stated that it 

came from Wuhan, China although it took a while for them or anyone to 

confirm how it came to be, and its origin is still unknown to this day.

As claimed by a lot of documents and health websites, it is 

speculated that this virus came from an animal, and it jumped to humans. 

The WHO later stated that the first person known to have COVID-19 was 

an office worker in Wuhan with no recent travel history. This person began 

showing symptoms on December 8, 2019. This shows that the coronavirus 

probably came from an illegal seafood market, where animals such as 

marmots, birds, rabbits, bats, snakes, etc, are sold either dead, frozen, or 

alive in a cage. Most wild animals already carry diseases, and although it's 

rare for animal viruses to hop and spread to humans, it is still possible. 

Especially if they aren't cleaned properly to kill the bacteria and for it to be 

safe and healthy to consume.
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Still, the question of what caused Covid-19 remains. According to 

Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory´s (CSH) 198 laboratory, nCoV-2019 is 96% 

identical at the whole genome level to a bat coronavirus. Although this 

would be proof enough that an idea of where the virus originated from 

exists, there is still no official answer for what is its origin. Especially since 

other studies made by the CSH themselves, declare that genetic 

sequences of coronavirus in pangolins are between 88.5% and 92.4% 

similar to Covid-19. What appears to be even stranger, is that people with 

the virus have no link to the Wuhan market at all (the place of its supposed 

origin). This could be from the number of people that it has spread to or 

that it may pre-date the market cases.
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There are more theories about where the virus originated from, such 

as if it was man-made. Li-Yeng Yan, a Chinese virologist published an 

article in September, where she claimed that China created the 

coronavirus as a weapon. Once a postdoctoral at Hong Kong University, 

she fled to the U.S. and went into a couple of interviews such as The 

Washington Post. Said interview information that “Yan said, she is a 

dissident trying to warn the world about what she says is China's role in 

creating the coronavirus”. Her claims raced across the internet, where 

more and more people began to conclude that China wanted to make 

some deadly weapon, and it somehow had escaped from a laboratory, 

dooming the entire globe into a year-long pandemic.
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General History

The Coronavirus disease, also known as COVID-19 (or SARS-CoV-2) 

was first documented in Wuhan, Hubei Province, China in December of 

2019. This disease is currently known to be a virus that is spread without 

difficulty and rapidly spread worldwide. Due to the fact that it spreads 

through respiratory droplets from an infected person by simply coughing, 

sneezing, or speaking. The World Health Organization declared the outbreak 

an international health emergency on January 9, 2020, and a pandemic on 

March 11th, 2020 since the virus was affecting everyone globally in less than 

a year of its appearance. 

This virus is well known for the medical issues it has put forward for the 

entire world. As well as the exaggerative deterioration of mental health for 

most populations globally. This is not the first coronavirus the world has 

experienced.
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There seems to be a pattern amongst at least 10 years in which a 

disease such as this happens. According to the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC), this type of virus has happened in the past. Both of the 

previous cases produced respiratory issues for most people who would catch 

it. These were known as MERS-CoV (Middle East Respiratory Syndrome) that 

was reported the year 2012 in Saudi Arabia and SARS-CoV (Severe Acute 

Respiratory Syndrome) that was first reported in Asia, February of 2003. 

At the high and quick rate Covid-19 was spreading, there was a 

quarantine lockdown globally to protect all of the people, children, adults and 

seniors that were at risk. Especially since little was known about this new 

virus.

The year 2020 was the year of the virus, for it completely dominated and 

controlled the world. Changes had to be made, schools and most workplaces 

shut down for the safety of the citizens and doctors were working harder and 

harder to find out more about this virus, its origin, and take care of the 

patients.
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Quick Timeline:

● On January 9, WHO announces that there is a mysterious virus going 

around in Wuhan, China. Still unsure of what this virus does or if it 

could be a health emergency, they keep a close watch.

January 21, CDC confirms the first U.S. Covid-19 case, after returning 

from Wuhan on January 15.

● January 23, Wuhan and Huanggang, China to the east are now under 

quarantine.

● January 31- WHO Issues Global Health Emergency

● February 2, the airports are closed, global air travel is restricted to 

avoid any more spread

● March 11- WHO declares Covid-19 a pandemic

● April 28- People who have trouble with money don't seek care after 

experiencing Covid-19 symptoms because of cost concerns. Especially 

because of their young age or are unemployed since the pandemic and 

quarantine has started.
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Committee Focus

The purpose of this committee is to open discussion to find the best 

and most effective way to conduct the organization when conducting the 

investigation for the origins of Covid-19 along with establishing restrictions 

and supervision of the investigation. Delegates should concentrate on 

identifying how the investigation should be conducted and structured, what 

information is needed for its realization, how to identify the origin of the 

virus, what technology is needed along with how the investigation should 

be supervised, and what restrictions regarding its practice and information 

obtained and spread should be implemented.  Delegates would also 

concentrate on showing their delegation´s perspectives and opinions on 

the matter clearly and what role the international committee will play in this 

investigation. It is of utmost importance to create agreements for the 

conduction of the investigation of the origins of Covid-19 since knowing the 

cause of this virus can help prevent and stop its spread.
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Perspectives

● USA: 

The U.S. is one of the countries that were most affected in cases of 

Covid-19 in the past year and has gone through different containment 

plans to help stop the spread of the disease. With the new 

government change, a new vaccination plan was created to ensure 

that all citizens can receive a dosage and help the containment of the 

virus. It has also since expressed its will to work alongside the WHO 

and other experts in the hopes to find the origin of the coronavirus. 

Along with releasing a statement detailing what they hope for this 

process will be and what they think would be the best way to conduct 

such research.

● China:

China was where the virus was first discovered and seen. In Wuhan, 

Hubei Province: There seemed to be many reports during December 

of 2019 of the first cases of the virus.
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On January 23, the streets were empty. Quarantine began, face 

masks and social distancing became an authority. These methods of 

lockdown became much of a routine, and they worked, for their cases 

and deaths went down significantly from January 24th to January 

18th, 2021. In 2021,  China went into overdrive with the vaccine, with 

over 400 million people. The first 100 million people received 

vaccines on March 27, after that it took nearly only 26 days for 200 

million people to be vaccinated, and then 17 days for 300 million. 

● India:

India was one of the most affected countries by Covid-19 registering 

over 400,000 cases in a single day.  They also received aid from 

other countries like the U.S. to help the quickly deteriorating situation. 

India´s Covaxin´s Covid-19 vaccine was also found to be 81% 

effective and was approved in places like Nepal for emergency use 

and in Africa. 
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Still, it was one of the countries that registered lots of cases in a short 

amount of time and in insane amounts in a day-to-day comparison to 

other countries that just kept growing and growing.

● Russia:

Russia was one of the first countries to come in contact with the virus 

around January 31st, 2020. Just a month after the WHO officially 

declared the existence and rapid spread of the then “unknown 

disease”. It also dedicated efforts to the creation of a vaccine to 

combat the disease and that is now approved and being used 

worldwide. Russia has since joined other countries and the WHO in 

the efforts to conduct an investigation on the origins of Covid-19. It 

has also since released a statement in which it details their plans on 

how to conduct the investigation and their own proposals.
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● Germany

Germany, like any other country, has had to adapt to large changes to 

everyday, average lifestyle. They were first unaffected by the virus, 

but slowly cases and deaths began to go up from October 3, 2020, to 

February 6, 2021, where cases seem to have gone down but yet 

again gone up. They took cautious public health rules, such as masks 

and 2 meters apart, although quarantine would not happen soon or 

for very long. And on June 7, Germany officially declared priority for 

vaccines from age gaps to 16 plus years.
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Participation List
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Key Terms

➢ Coronavirus, Covid-19, SARS-CoV-2 or nCoV-2019 : a respiratory 

sickness caused by a coronavirus that can be mild or severe that is 

mainly transmitted by contact with infectious material such as 

respiratory droplets or witch objects or surfaces that have the virus, 

and is characterized mainly by fever, cough, and shortness of breath 

and may progress to pneumonia and respiratory failure.

➢ Outbreak: a sudden rise in the occurrence of a disease.

➢ Pandemic: An outbreak of a disease that spreads through a wide 

geographic area and affects a large portion of the population.

➢ Virus: The causative agent of an infectious disease.

➢ Genome:  The genetic material of an organism
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