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Debate Policies

The overall quality of Union & Peace debates relies on the preparation of the staff 

members of Union & Peace as well as the preparation and behavior of delegates 

during and after sessions. It is critical for delegates participating in Union & Peace 

to follow the policies and parliamentary procedures set forth by the Secretariat as 

well as the following guidelines. 

Position paper

All delegates are required to submit a copy of their position paper, either through 

mail or directly to their Chair during registration. Delegates wishing to submit their 

position paper must follow requirements of submission found in the position paper 

guide in our website. Delegates who do not submit a position paper to the Chair 

or through mail are not eligible for an award. The position paper is a criteria for 

awards, so it is recommended that all delegates prepare a well-written position 

paper. 

Parliamentary Procedure 

During debate, delegates are required to follow the parliamentary procedure set 

forth by Union & Peace. 

Technology

The use of technology is prohibited at all times during debates except during 

unmoderated debates. During unmoderated debates, delegates may use their 

laptops and tablets for writing working papers. Delegates may use technology 

during a time other than an unmoderated debate as indicated by the chair. 
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Committee Background

The World Trade Organization (WTO) is the international organization 

dealing with world trade rules. Its main function is to make the transaction 

as predictable and free as possible. It is an organization for oversight of a 

number of agreements that define trade relations between countries 

(member states). The World Trade Organization emerged as a 

replacement for the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 

system, which began in 1947, and aims to reduce or eliminate barriers to 

world trade. This ensures smoother and more free trade between 

countries.

The World Trade Organization is a well-established organization that 

not only manages well-structured affiliated trade agreements governing 

trade in goods, as well as trade in services and intellectual property rights 

related to trade. The top priority of the World Trade Organization is to 

liberalize trade as far as possible without side effects. The World Trade 

Organization plays a role in accelerating global trade liberalization by 

providing a forum for multilateral trade negotiations.
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Under the previous General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 

system, only the market opening of industrial products was promoted, but 

the World Trade Organization system is promoting the market opening of 

all products traded internationally, such as agricultural products and service 

products, as well as industrial products.

Topic Background

In 1999, President Bill Clinton made one major request to American 

companies. It was to stop all transactions between domestic companies 

and Cuba, which means eliminating all trade gains for Cuba. This was not 

the only United States embargo on Cuba. The United States government 

has made corporations and businesses doing commercial activities in the 

United States independent of Cuban interests, which continues to this day, 

leading to a great conflict between Cuba and the United States. 
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Recently, President Trump said that the Cuban regime has officially 

rejected the Cuban oppressor, saying it is oppressing the Cuban people 

who are fighting for freedom and threatening world peace, including 

exporting weapons to North Korea. He has two things that enforce financial 

transactions and travel restrictions on Cuba. First of all, looking at 

strengthening economic sanctions, it banned financial transactions with 

companies affiliated with the Cuban military or intelligence authorities.

As a result, transactions with “GAESA”, known to be closely related 

to the Cuban military as a representative state-owned company in Cuba, 

have been completely suspended. The company is large enough to be 

responsible for half of the Cuban economy, running a large number of 

shops, hotels, tourism and catering in Cuba. In particular, since the 

normalization of relations with the United States, we have been conducting 

joint business with several overseas companies including famous hotel 

companies in the United States.
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In the travel section, up to now, if it is applicable to 12 purposes, such 

as family visits, travel without permission was allowed, but in the future, 

individual travel is restricted and group travel is allowed only when 

organized by US companies.

Also included in the travel regulation is a provision that must keep all 

financial records used in Cuba for five years. This is also a measure to 

block the flow of tourism money into the Cuban regime. However, that 

does not mean that the entire national church uniform measure will be 

withdrawn. The U.S. Embassy,   which reopened in the Cuban capital 

Havana in 2015, will continue to operate, and will continue to allow U.S. 

flights and cruise ships to operate in Cuba.
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General History

The United States, which represented liberal democracy, did not want 

the communist regime to enter Cuba, which was in front of the United States 

at the time, and supported the Batista regime to quell the communist rebels. 

However, as the Batista regime was overthrown and the Cuban communist 

regime took over, the US-Cuban relations deteriorated.

Cuba, far from the United States, began to have the same relations as 

the Soviet Union, which was a communist country. Meanwhile, the Soviet 

Union secretly builds its own missile base in Cuba in the name of helping 

Cuba. The United States and the Soviet Union, representing the 

independence and liberal democratic camps and the communist camps, 

were in an international confrontation called the Cold War. The opening of 

the communist regime in Cuba, located right before the United States, and 

its close proximity to the Soviet Union, was a great threat to US security and 

international strategy.
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Cuba helped the Soviet Union to put military pressure on the United 

States through missiles. The US and the Soviet Union reached an agreement, 

paid unnecessary fines and eased military tensions. The United States first 

asked Cuba for talks to resolve the dispute, but Cuba immediately refused and 

began imposing economic sanctions, starting with US President Bill Clinton. It 

continues to this day and poses enormous economic penalties for Cuba.
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Committee Focus

The World Trade Organization is playing a role in establishing an 

international order based on rules in order to allow a more mature rule of 

law in international economic and trade relations. It is very important that 

the World Trade Organization norms instead of the unilateral domestic 

laws of some countries become the world's trade norms. International 

order cannot be stabilized if one tries to apply the rules of one's own 

country with priority in international trade transactions.
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It is an important role of the World Trade Organization to establish 

certain rules by which all countries can surrender.

In addition, the World Trade Organization plays a role in resolving 

trade disputes between members through its own Dispute Settlement 

Organization (DSB) and procedures. The World Trade Organization plays 

a leading role in dispute resolution by allowing retaliatory measures, such 

as cross retaliation, to be taken if the decisions of the Dispute Settlement 

Organization are not implemented.

Therefore, it is the purpose of our committee to establish an 

international order based on rules in international economic and trade 

relations and to settle trade disputes between member states.
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Perspectives

● Agree: 

Cuba began to establish close ties with the Soviet Union, the same 

communist country at the time. At that time, the US and the Soviet 

Union, representing the liberal democratic camp and the communist 

camp, were in an international confrontation called the Cold War. The 

communist regime in Cuba, located right in front of the United States, 

and staying close to the Soviet Union implicitly betrayed the United 

States.

● Disagree:

After recording an economic growth rate of 4% on the basis of the 

momentum for normalizing relations with the US in 2015, the growth 

rate in Cuba declined due to falling prices of major export raw 

materials such as nickel and sugar, damage from a hurricane, and 

the economic crisis in Venezuela, the largest trading country.
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In particular, as the United States' sanctions against Cuba began in 

earnest, such as the first enforcement of Article 3 of the 

Helms-Burton Act in May 2019 due to the Trump administration's 

turning to the strong policy toward Cuba, Cuba's economy suffered a 

special economic crisis due to the collapse of Eastern communist 

countries in the 1990s. After that period), it was in the greatest crisis 

situation. As the Cuban trade deficit continues, foreign debt 

(estimated at least 20% of Cuban GDP) has increased, which is a 

major factor in making the Cuban economy difficult. In addition, in the 

tourism industry, the Trump administration is expected to impose 

sanctions on US citizens' Cuban tourism, which is expected to 

significantly reduce the number of Americans visiting Cuba in the 

future. Therefore, sanctions by the United States on Cuba are 

excessive, and the sanctions must be removed or weakened as they 

cause enormous financial, commercial and economic damage to 

Cuba.
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Participation List
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1. Argentina

2. Bolivia

3. Brazil

4. Canada

5. China

6. Cuba

7. Cyprus

8. Dominican Republic

9. France

10. Germany

11. Indonesia

12. Iran

13. Lebanon

14. Mexico

15. Netherlands

16. Republic of Korea

17.   Russia

18.   Spain

19.   Turkey

20.   United Kingdom

21.   United States of America

22.   Venezuela
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Key Terms

➢ Cold War: Political, diplomatic, ideological conflict or potential power 

struggle between Socialism and Capitalism after World War II

➢ Embargo: Measures to stop economic exchanges in all areas, such 

as direct or indirect trade, investment, and financial transactions by 

one country with another country

➢ Agreement: Several groups discuss and decide together

➢ GATT system: A system aimed at removing trade barriers such as 

tariffs and import and export regulations through multilateral 

bargaining

➢ International trade: Material exchange and service exchange and 

transaction between countries

➢ DSB: DSB is a trade dispute resolution body under the World Trade 

Organization
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